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Editors Note

South Asian countries continue to experience political upheavals. Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka 
continue to face political crises. Bangladesh National Party (BNP), the customary main opposition 
party in Bangladesh, has organized multiple rallies and is planning a grand finale in early December in 
Dhaka. In Pakistan, former Prime Minister Imran Khan continues to rattle the establishment. He was 
shot during a rally but has recovered and is back addressing public rallies. Public protest continues 
in Sri Lanka, where the government has taken a heavy-handed approach. Rahul Gandhi of the Indian 
National Congress continued his ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra,’ a march to connect to the masses to revive the 
party’s fledgling electoral position in India. China has experienced significant protests against the strict 
covid-19 lockdown, heightening the Chinese Communist Party’s concerns that the protests could 
morph into political rallies. 

In the meantime, Nepal conducted an essentially fair and peaceful election. The ruling coalition won 
the largest share of votes, but the establishment parties saw their vote share chipped away by a newly 
formed party. Meanwhile, Thimpu passed a law requiring all citizens to complete a year-long training 
course in 2024. 

No South Asian country is represented in the football World Cup finals, but Qatar’s event has the 
blood and sweat of South Asia. Many migrant workers from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, and 
Sri Lanka work under Qatar in extreme working conditions and abusive regimes. Some reports assert 
that more than 6,500 workers from the region have lost their lives while working in Qatar. It averages 
about two migrant workers per day since Qatar was declared the host in December 2010. 

For more on South Asia, follow the South Asia Bulletin. Feel free to write to us at sspoudel[at]nipore[dot]
org if you have comments or criticisms, or want to partner with us in this endeavor. To enjoy our other 
research works, visit our website at: www.nipore.org.

Santosh Sharma Poudel
Lead, Center for Strategic Affairs
Nepal Institute for Policy Research (NIPoRe)

http://nipore.org
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Afghanistan
🖊 Anusha Basnet & Tasbihullah Tasmim 

abasnet[at]gmail[dot]com & 
tasbih.tasmim1[at]gmail[dot]com 

Anusha is a Senior Research Assistant at NIPoRe. 
Tasmim is a Assistant Professor and Head of Public Ddministration department at Nangarhar University

Domestic Updates

The ruling Taliban continue to renege on 
women’s rights. The government restricted 
women from travelling to public parks. The 
Ministry of Virtue and Vice imposed the rule 
in response to the hijab non-observance. 
Earlier the ministry had separated the 
park visiting days according to the gender 
of the visitor. The government had also 
closed the schools for girls beyond grade 
six. However, female students attending 
religious seminaries in Western Herat 
provinces called for schools to open for 
girls to gain further education. They further 
reiterated that girls needed to gain modern 
education in addition to religious education. 
The Taliban has reversed progress in 
women’s rights after its takeover of Kabul.

Despite the government’s promises of 
ruling more moderately, Taliban leader 
Haibatullah Akhundzada has ordered 
the implementation of Sharia law as 
punishment for crimes including robbery, 
kidnapping, and sedition. 

Afghanistan has continued experiencing 
terrorist attacks. A blast targeting a vehicle 
carrying employees of the Ministry of Rural 
Rehabilitation and Development occurred 
in the Silo Markazai area of Police District 
5 in Kabul. Eight people were wounded in 
the blast. Another blast occurred in Kabul 
in the Parwan-e-Si area, which killed two 
people. Another deadly explosion at a 
religious school in Samangan province 

killed 15 people and wounded 20. No one has 
taken responsibility for the blast. 

In a conference organized by the country’s 
private sector, the acting Minister of Information 
and Culture, Khairullah Khairkhwah, demanded 
that Afghan’s frozen assets abroad be released. 
In addition, Afghan traders have expressed that 
running businesses has become increasingly 
tenuous because of limitations in banking 
transactions.

Kabul received the two batches of new banknotes 
printed by Polish Security Printing Works 
(PWPW). The Afghan government had signed 
a contract with the Polish company for printing 
380 million banknotes of various denominations. 
Furthermore, the government has signed a new 
agreement with Oberthur Fiduciarie to print 390 
million Afghani banknotes with a face value of 10 
billion Afs (approx USD 115 million). According 
to an Afghan Central Bank’s Supreme Council 
member, the PWPW printed notes with a small 
denomination, and Oberthur Fiduciaries will print 
larger denominations. 

Even the weather poses an additional threat 
to Afghanis. A report published by the United 
Nations (UN) mentioned that the country’s 
humanitarian situation is likely to worsen as 
winter approaches. The report states that more 
than 28 million people require humanitarian 
assistance, and a total of USD 128 million would 
be necessary to provide the needed assistance. 

Regional Engagements

The 6th China-South Asia Exposition was 
organized from 19 November to 22 November. 

mailto:shafi%40du.ac.bd?subject=
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180716
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180935
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-63624400
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180563
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180857
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180934
https://nipore.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SAB-November-Bulletin.pdf
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180776
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/un-paints-grim-picture-of-humanitarian-situation-in-afghanistan-as-winter-nears/2741665
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Deputy Prime Minister Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar spoke at the event’s opening ceremony and 
claimed an improved security environment in Afghanistan.  

Afghanistan and Pakistan also saw border clashes along the Durand line that caused casualties on 
both sides. The military forces in Dand-e-Patan are of Paktya province in Afghanistan, and Boroki 
in Pakistan opened fire at each other. Various clashes have erupted between Afghan and Pakistani 
troops since the Taliban government’s reinstallation in Afghanistan.

India is set to resume work on 20 stalled projects around the country. Indian Charge d’Affairs Bharat 
Kumar expressed India’s wish to continue these projects and improve the relationship between the 
two countries. India has reached out to the Taliban and is among a few countries with an active 
resident embassy in Kabul.

Global Engagements

The District Court of The Hague has ruled that a 2007 bombing on the residential complex that killed 
around 20 civilians in the Afghan province of Uruzgan conducted by the Dutch forces was unlawful. 
In addition, the court ordered the Dutch government to compensate the victim’s families. Previously, 
the Dutch government had claimed that the compound had been used by Taliban forces when the 
bombing happened. 

The German Mission for Afghanistan has announced a relief package of Euro 90 million to Afghanistan. 
The mission said the money would go to the World Food Program (WFP) and the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP). The country’s central bank also announced that it had received total 
cash assistance of USD 40 million from the international community. 

The Collective Security Treaty Organization meeting was held in Yerevan, Armenia. Speaking at 
the meeting, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that the formation of an inclusive government in 
Afghanistan was a priority for Russia. However, Bilal Karimi, the deputy spokesman for Afghanistan, 
said that the formation of the Afghan government was an internal issue and that the current government 
would make decisions for the country. In addition, the Moscow Format of Consultations on Afghanistan 
meeting was held on 16 November. The meeting emphasized the inclusion of all ethnic groups to 
create national reconciliation in the country. 

Although Afghanistan has been listed as one of the countries most vulnerable to climate change and 
least prepared to deal with climate shocks, it was missing from the ongoing COP27 summit as it has 
remained diplomatically isolated after the Taliban takeover. Abdulhadi Achakzai, the director of the 
Environmental Volunteer Network (EVN), was the only Afghan representative during the summit.

https://www.khaama.com/border-clashes-along-durand-line-between-afghanistan-and-pakistan-leave-casualties/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/india-will-resume-work-in-at-least-20-stalled-projects-in-afghanistan-taliban/articleshow/95905453.cms
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/23/deadly-dutch-strike-on-complex-in-afghanistan-illegal-court
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180897
https://theprint.in/world/cash-assistance-to-afghanistan-from-international-community-jacks-up-to-usd-1-673bn/1241966/
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-180892
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/22/experts-lament-exclusion-of-climate-risk-afghanistan-from-cop27
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Bangladesh
🖊 Dr. Shafi Md Mostofa

shafi[at]du[dot]ac[dot]bd

Assistant Professor of World Religions and Culture, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh

Domestic Updates

Bangladesh continued to experience 
significant political protests against the 
government. The opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) has protested 
against the Awami League-led government, 
demanding Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
step down to make way for a neutral 
government to conduct fair elections. 
Senior BNP leader Amanullah Aman said, 
‘If necessary, we will be martyrs, but no 
election under [Prime Minister] Sheikh 
Hasina will be allowed. We will return 
home after ensuring the removal of this 
government.’

BNP has announced a ‘new program’ 
to blockade Bangladesh from Teknaf to 
Tetulia and Rupsha to Pathuria. It plans to 
conduct ten rallies across major cities in the 
country, with the finale set for 10 December 
in Dhaka. It has already organized eight 
protests in major cities in November. The 
rallies have seen participation from a large 
number of people, exceeding expectations. 
The protests mark the first major challenge 
to the Awami League’s reign in the last 13 
years. 

The government has responded by shutting 
down public transport to deflate the rallies. 
The ruling party has set ‘zone-based’ 
programmes to deal with protests on the 
street. The ruling party is dismissive of the 
protests. Awami League General Secretary, 
Obaidul Quader, said, ‘BNP failed to raise 

13 minutes’ movement in 13 years, and the 
BNP leaders failed to bring out a procession 
for their chairperson Khaleda Zia, now they are 
dreaming of toppling the government. They 
vowed to hold a victory march with Khaleda 
Zia on 10 December. If we call, BNP would not 
find any path to escape.’ The League has called 
BNP a ‘party comprised of killers, terrorists, anti-
liberation and anti-humanity forces’ and accused 
the opposition of attempting to capture the state 
from the back door. 

Such positions increase the risk of a confrontation 
between the long-time rivals on the 10 December 
rally in Dhaka. Home Ministry has asked BNP 
to hold rallies in Suhrawardi Udyan provided 
they fulfil 26 conditions. However, the BNP is 
adamant that they would rally in Naya Paltan in 
front of their party’s central office. 

Development partners such as the USA, Japan, 
Germany, and the EU are putting pressure on 
Bangladesh to hold free, fair, and inclusive 
elections. Some are also raising questions 
about previous polls held by the Awami 
League government. For example, Japanese 
Ambassador Ito Naoki said that ‘police officials 
were stuffing ballot boxes on the eve of election 
day’ and that he had never heard of anything 
similar in another country.

Dhaka’s economic trouble continues. The 
inflation rate is over 9 percent, the forex reserve 
has declined to USD 34 billion (from USD 48 
billion in August 2021), and the fuel price surge 
is 50 percent. As a result, Bangladesh sought 
USD 4.5 billion in loan from the International 
Monetary Fund. 

mailto:shafi%40du.ac.bd?subject=
https://thediplomat.com/2022/11/bangladeshs-opposition-mobilizes-against-the-government/
https://www.bd-pratidin.com/en/national/2022/11/11/2761
https://www.bd-pratidin.com/en/national/2022/11/11/2761
https://www.dhakatribune.com/politics/2022/11/21/minister-dmp-to-decide-venue-for-bnps-dec-10-rally
https://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/z8yajgge9q#:~:text=The Bangladesh Police Service Association%2C or BPSA%2C has,law enforcement agency during the 2018 general election.
https://businesspostbd.com/economy/forex-reserve-crosses-record-48-billion-25206
https://businesspostbd.com/economy/forex-reserve-crosses-record-48-billion-25206
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The actual forex is USD 26 billion for Dhaka added USD 8 billion for developmental projects without 
deducting from reserve calculations. However, a lack of transparency on the economic situation has 
created distrust among the public. As a result, Bangladesh Bank had to issue an urgent statement 
certifying that banks in the country are not facing a liquidity crisis. Meanwhile, Hasina, on 12 November, 
sought oil from Saudi Arabia with payment on a deferred schedule. 

Regional Engagement

Newly appointed Indian High Commissioner in Dhaka Pranay K. Verma met Foreign Minister AK 
Abdul Momen. During their discussion, Momen said Bangladesh considers India the closest and 
most important neighbour and Indo-Bangladesh relation is ‘solid and unique.’ Momen sought India’s 
support in the early repatriation of forcibly displaced Rohingyas to their country-of-origin Myanmar. 
Verma replied that India, too, is keen to have an acceptable solution to the crisis and will continue to 
work to ensure speedy and sustainable repatriation of Rohingyas to Myanmar.

Bangladesh’s relation with China continues to prosper. An underwater tunnel in Chittagong, Bangladesh, 
has been built by a Chinese company, which is expected to drive local economic development and 
regional connectivity and promote the China-proposed Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This is the first 
underwater tunnel in South Asia, which connects the east and west banks of the Kanapuri River 
in Chittagong city. Hasina appreciated all the efforts involved in the project. Chinese Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Li Jiming said that the tunnel would help optimize local transportation and facilitate 
connectivity between Bangladesh and neighboring countries, demonstrating Bangladesh’s pivotal 
role in regional connectivity as a hub among BRI countries. Connectivity between China’s Central 
Military Commission (CMC) and the Navy of Bangladesh has also been increased by sending the 
guided missile destroyer Changsha (Hull 173) to participate in the International Fleet Review (IFR).

Global Engagement

Over 10 million overseas migrant Bangladeshi workers are employed across the globe. Most of them 
work in the Middle East. The World Cup 2022 in Qatar created many job opportunities for Bangladeshis. 

While the contributions of migrant workers in Qatar to Bangladesh’s economy have been 
enormous, the other side of the coin in terms of labour casualty and other sufferings cannot 
be overlooked. Reports suggest that over four hundred thousand Bangladeshi workers have 
been employed in Qatar. Almost half of them are engaged in Football related work, for example 
building mobile stadiums. Yet, unsurprisingly, over one thousand Bangladeshi workers have 
died during work since Qatar won the right to host the Fifa World Cup in 2010. Additionally, the 
Qatar government deported Bangladeshi migrant workers for staging protests against unpaid 
wages.

https://www.dhakatribune.com/economy/2022/10/31/bangladesh-bank-to-calculate-forex-reserve-as-per-imfs-standard
https://bdnews24.com/economy/ggesnls1y2
https://www.newagebd.net/article/186324/bangladesh-seeks-oil-from-ksa-with-payment-in-deferred-schedule
https://www.bssnews.net/news/95338
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202211/1280618.shtml
http://eng.chinamil.com.cn/view/2022-11/26/content_10201690.htm
https://www.ucanews.com/news/safeguard-workers-in-qatar-activists-tell-bangladeshi-govt/79468
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/world/2021/02/23/qatar-world-cup-preparation-costs-lives-of-1-000-bangladeshi-workers-in-10-years
https://www.dhakatribune.com/middle-east/2022/08/23/qatar-deports-bangladeshi-migrant-workers-over-wage-protests
https://www.dhakatribune.com/middle-east/2022/08/23/qatar-deports-bangladeshi-migrant-workers-over-wage-protests
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Bhutan
🖊 Binita Nepali

bnepali[at]nipore[dot]org 

Research and Program Officer, NIPoRe

Domestic Updates

Bhutan’s parliament passed the much-
discussed Civil Service Reform Bill, which, 
among other structural reforms, reduces 
the number of ministries from 10 to nine, 
as well as the Property Tax Bill and Pay 
Structure Reform Bill. The Pay Structure 
Reform Bill combines allowances for public 
employees into a single wage. However, 
the 0.1 percent tax on the taxable value of 
land and buildings and the 15 percent tax 
on unoccupied land will stay in place under 
the Property Tax Bill. 

In addition, Thimpu approved Gyalsung, 
a law requiring all citizens to complete a 
year-long training course. Beginning in 
2024, every citizen who reaches the age of 
18 must complete the Gyalsung (national 
service), which consists of three months 
of basic military training followed by nine 
months of specialized training in fields such 
as agriculture sciences, entrepreneurship, 
computer and coding, and health sciences. 

Bhutan’s foreign ministry resumed issuing 
ordinary passports on 3 November, after 
a pause due to a supply shortage from 
the German company that prints Bhutan’s 
passports. Beginning in December, the 
ministry will replace the travel documents 
(green) previously issued in place of 
ordinary passports (blue). 

Despite opening for tourists in 
September, tourist arrivals dramatically 
declined. Thimpu raised the Sustainable 

Development Fee (SDF) from USD 65 to USD 
200 for tourists (except Indian tourists) in August. 
Indian visitors must pay Rs 1,200 (about USD 15) 
every night. SDF was meant to attract high-end 
tourists and promote sustainable tourism. The 
country’s tourism industry, severely impacted 
by the epidemic, anticipated a rebound with the 
reopening of the borders to foreigners. However, 
the decline in the number of tourists has alarmed 
those working in the industry.

Due to budget constraints, Bhutan’s health 
ministry could not implement one of the most 
popular government promises: offering a 
maternity stipend for the first 1,000 days of a 
child’s life. This will have a significant economic 
impact, as the maternity allowance was part of the 
government’s effort to combat the declining birth 
rate. Similarly, the government’s commitment to 
boost the national minimum wage from Nu 420 
(about USD 5) to Nu 450 (approx USD 6) per day 
is on hold owing to fiscal constraints. 

Bhutan plans to create a framework for sovereign 
green bonds, debt instruments issued by the 
government to borrow money from investors 
to finance green projects. It would meet the 
growing demand for financing activities that help 
reduce and adapt to climate change.  

Regional Engagement

On 26 November, India and Bhutan launched 
their jointly developed satellite, the India-Bhutan 
SAT, into space via the Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) of the Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO). India-Bhutan SAT will 

mailto:uktonzin%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://kuenselonline.com/civil-service-reform-bill-proposes-major-changes/
https://thewire.in/south-asia/bhutan-parliament-gyalsung-training-programme
https://www.mfa.gov.bt/notification-on-issuance-of-ordinary-passport/
https://nenow.in/north-east-news/assam/bhutan-witnesses-drop-in-tourist-arrival-due-to-new-tourism-rules.html
https://nenow.in/north-east-news/assam/bhutan-witnesses-drop-in-tourist-arrival-due-to-new-tourism-rules.html
https://bhutantimes.bt/index.php/2022/11/21/daily-minimum-wage-hike-proposal-on-hold-due-to-weak-economy/
https://kuenselonline.com/bhutan-to-explore-green-sovereign-bonds-as-alternative-financing/
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/35924/Launch_of_IndiaBhutan_Satellite
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provide high-resolution images for Bhutan’s natural resource management. With this, a new era in 
India-Bhutan ties that will include space cooperation begins. Bhutan’s King praised India for assisting 
Bhutan with satellite development. The King said, “The development and launch of the joint satellite 
marks a new era in the relations between our two nations, extending to the frontiers of space.” Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi replied, “India-Bhutan Satellite is a testament to our special relationship 
with the people of Bhutan.” In 2020, India and Bhutan signed an agreement on the peaceful use of 
outer space. In addition, India started training Bhutanese space engineers and helped Bhutan develop 
its satellites. Bhutan is also a part of India’s South Asia Satellite Initiative, launched in 2017 to boost 
telecommunication and broadcasting services in the region. 

India’s Power Secretary visited Bhutan from 29 October to 1 November and met with several high-
ranking government officials, including Bhutan’s Prime Minister and Minister of Economic Affairs. 
Bhutan and India reviewed bilateral collaboration in the energy sector, including novel possibilities 
of cooperation in renewable energy, such as solar energy and e-mobility. Hydro-power cooperation 
between India and Bhutan began in 1988. India is Bhutan’s biggest investor and its most significant 
market for electricity export.

Global Engagement

Bhutan has dispatched its first-ever peacekeeping deployment at the United Nations (UN) request. 
As a result, Thimpu sent 180 Royal Bhutan Army (RBA) personnel to support the Multidimensional 
Integrated Stabilization Mission for the Central African Republic (MINUSCA). Bhutan began participating 
in UN peacekeeping in 2014 by contributing Military Observers, Staff Officers and Individual Police 
Officers.

Bhutan stood for India and other developing nations during negotiations on the “Mitigation Work 
Programme” at the UN climate conference, COP 27, when more prosperous nations sought to add 
India to a list of historical polluters. Developed countries wanted discussions on significant emission 
reductions to include the top 20 polluters, including China and India, rather than simply the wealthy 
nations historically responsible for climate change. This revived the debate of historical responsibilities 
between developed and developing countries. Bhutan, the world’s first carbon-negative nation, actively 
participates in global climate summits and encourages big carbon emitters to adopt expedited efforts 
and assume responsibility for reversing the trend of climate change.

https://twitter.com/narendramodi/status/1596471659615358976?cxt=HHwWgMDQ1YKh56csAAAA
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/india-to-launch-bhutanese-satellite-train-its-engineers-344280
https://thebhutanese.bt/indian-power-secretary-here-to-discuss-future-of-p-1-kholongchu-project-and-10000-mw/
https://www.mfa.gov.bt/departure-of-bhutans-first-un-peacekeeping-contingent-to-the-central-african-republic-car-on-6-and-10-november-2022/
https://www.outlookindia.com/international/cop27-developing-countries-jointly-resist-india-s-inclusion-in-list-of-historical-polluters-news-237168
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🖊 Aneka Rebecca Rajbhandari/Yuan Feng
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Aneka is a graduate student of Chinese Politics in Silk Road School, Renmin University, China & & Yuan is a gradu-
ate student of International Relations and Diplomacy at Tribhuvan University, Nepal.

yuan.767538[at]dird[dot]tu[dot]edu[dot]np
aneka1997[at]yahoo[dot]com

Domestic Updates

China finally eased its ‘zero tolerance’ 
approach to Covid-19. Earlier, China 
imposed strict lockdowns, locking millions 
of people at home or quarantine facilities 
if the cities had few Covid-19 infections. 
It also required testing mass testing and 
requirement to show vaccination to access 
essential services such as transportation or 
retailing. 

The easing was in response to anti-
lockdown protests. Ten people in Urumqi 
died after a fire broke out. The death 
would have been entirely avoidable if 
not for China’s draconian lockdown. 
Demonstrations and vigils spread and 
morphed into anti-lockdown and anti-
government protests. Demonstrators 
gathered in many major cities, including 
Beijing and Shanghai. Some even called 
for President Xi Jinping, elected to a third 
term in October, to step down. Many held 
up blank pieces of paper to express their 
discontent. Xi acknowledged the protesters 
and began to moderate China’s lockdown 
policies. Cities across China canceled 
mass Covid-19 testing after some virus 
measures eased. Several cities, including 
Beijing, Guangzhou, Chongqing, and 
Zhengzhou, have further optimized their 
anti-Covid-19 efforts, with some places 
allowing residents without social activities 
to be free from mass testing. The response 
comes amidst a surge in new cases to 
more than 30,000 in the past week.

China’s statistical Yearbook 2022 paints a 
bleak situation of the population in many 
Chinese provinces. It reports population shrank 
in 13 provinces in 2021. China has a looming 
demographic crisis brought on by a low birth rate. 
Chinese Communist Party (CPC) implemented 
one child policy in 1979, sometime using 
coercive means to control the population. But 
it has not become a primary concern for China. 
The global population, meanwhile, exceeded 8 
billion in November 2022.

Former CPC General Secretary and President 
Jiang Zemin passed away on 30 November 
in Shanghai at 96 years. He was the General 
Secretary of the CPC from 1989 to 2002; 
Chairman of the Central Military Commission 
(CMC) from 1989 to 2004; and President from 
1993 to 2003. Jiang led China’s rapid economic 
growth and saw improved relations with the US. 
He oversaw the return of Hong Kong from the 
United Kingdom, Macau from Portugal, and 
China’s entry into the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). He also continued to wield political power 
through his protégés during his successor, Hu 
Jintao regime. In the first two years of Hu’s 
presidency, Jiang remained the chairman of the 
powerful CMC. 

Leaders from around the world poured their 
condolences. To express the incomparable 
esteem and profound mourning of the whole 
party, the entire military, and the Chinese 
people, China decided to raise the national flag 
at Tiananmen, Xinhuamen, the Great Hall of 
People, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and foreign 
missions at half-mast. 

https://hongkongfp.com/2022/11/16/cities-across-china-cancel-mass-covid-19-testing-after-some-virus-measures-eased/
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202211/1280661.shtml
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3200447/china-births-which-13-provincial-level-populations-officially-shrank-2021
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202211/1279628.shtml
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Three Chinese astronauts have taken off for the Tiangong space station to make its first in-orbit 
crew handover. It will be the second permanently inhabited space outpost after American NASA-
led International Space Station, from which China was excluded in 2011. The new crew will live on 
the station for six months. The handover will be a week long to trial the station’s ability to house six 
astronauts. 

China has made impressive progress in space technology (and technology in general) in the last 
few decades. Beijing previously landed rovers on Mars and the moon and is the third country to put 
humans in orbit. China plans to land astronauts on the moon by 2030 and be a leading space power 
by 2045. China’s National Space Administration (CNSA) said it welcomes international partners in its 
space projects. 

Regional Engagement

Pakistani President Shehbaz Sharif undertook his first official visit to China from 1-2 November after 
assuming office. Sharif met with Xi and held talks with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and Chairman of 
the Standing Committee of the National people’s Congress Li Zhanshu. Leaders of both sides agreed 
to highlight China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship project under BRI, and accelerate 
the key and other related projects of the Gwadar port and free zone. They also expressed a willingness 
to enhance technology and trade cooperation, especially highlighting assistance in promoting clean 
energy. Furthermore, Pakistan expressed support for both the Global Development Initiative (GDI) and 
the Global Security Initiative (GSI) and pledged to strengthen coordination and collaboration under the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

Amid elections looming in Nepal, Chinese Vice Minister for Culture and Tourism Li Qun made a five-
day visit (11-16 November) to Nepal, citing specific visits to cultural heritage sites and inspection of 
the repaired areas during the 2015 earthquake managed and assisted by China. 

On 16 November, the Nepali ambassador to China and Luo Zhaohui, chairman of the China International 
Development Cooperation Agency (CIDCA), signed an agreement for the utilization of Rs. 15 billion 
(approx USD 113 million) in Chinese grants for various projects selected by the Nepali side during the 
visit of Nepali Foreign Minister Narayan Khadka to China in August. 

China-South Asia Exposition was held on 19 November in Kunming, Yunnan Province. Xi sent a 
congratulatory message during the opening and stressed China’s willingness to work with all countries 
to foster consensus and enhance solidarity. He further highlighted the platform’s role in advancing the 
high-quality development of Belt and Road cooperation and implementing GDI.

Bangladesh’s network infrastructure project, jointly funded by the Chinese and Bangladesh side, was 
completed in the last week of November. The task, one of the high-quality cooperation projects 
between China and Bangladesh under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), will cover 62 percent of 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-63798391
https://english.news.cn/20221130/eabf7b40e5204989adb9ffcf5568480e/c.html
https://mofa.gov.pk/joint-statement-between-the-peoples-republic-of-china-and-the-islamic-republic-of-pakistan-2-november-2022/
https://kathmandupost.com/2/2022/11/11/senior-chinese-official-coming-today-despite-nepal-s-reservations
https://kathmandupost.com/2/2022/11/11/senior-chinese-official-coming-today-despite-nepal-s-reservations
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2022/11/16/nepal-china-seal-a-deal-for-utilisation-of-rs15-billion-in-chinese-grant
https://english.news.cn/20221119/a57afda5e72b4f14bcae47084c827e02/c.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202211/1280322.shtml
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Bangladesh’s area and population from the capital to most parts of the country, aiming to benefit 
about 100 million people.

China quietly held the first high-level China-Indian Ocean Region Forum with participation from 19 
countries except India. China’s snub of India at the forum has been viewed as an attempt to challenge 
India’s traditional presence and influence in the region. However, the Maldives later denied participating 
officially at the forum. 

Global Engagement

On 17 November, Chinese President Xi Jinping arrived in Bali, Indonesia, for the Group of 20 (G20) 
Summit. Xi’s meeting with US President Joe Biden was the most awaited. They discussed strategic 
issues related to China-U.S. relations and major global and regional problems. Xi briefed Biden on 
the Taiwan question and stressed that resolving the Taiwan question is a matter of China’s internal 
affairs. Similarly, Biden clarified that they don’t seek a new Cold War and hope to strengthen Sino-US 
relations, but the US will compete vigorously with China.

Xi met with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on his official visit to China in Beijing on 4 November. 
Scholz is the first European leader to visit China after the 20th National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC). The two leaders also exchanged views on the Ukraine crisis. Xi reaffirmed 
China’s support for Germany and Europe to play an essential role in facilitating peace talks and building 
balanced, effective, and sustainable security architecture in Europe. Meanwhile, Olaf urged China to 
use its influence on Russia to end the Ukraine invasion. 

European governments are alarmed by thirty Chinese police stations overseas, mainly in Europe. 
Safeguard Defenders first published the report in September. It accuses China of using such stations 
to gather intelligence and pressure overseas dissidents to return to China. The Netherlands has 
declared two such facilities in Amsterdam and Rotterdam illegal and ordered them to close. Ireland, 
too followed suit. China, however, claims they are not ‘police stations’ and serves administrative 
purposes such as driving license renewals to overseas Chinese. 

https://newsonair.com/2022/11/27/china-quietly-holds-first-china-indian-ocean-region-forum-without-india/
https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-communications/statement-by-the-ministry-of-foreign-affairs-concerning-maldives-alleged-participation-in-the-china-indian-ocean-forum-on-development-cooperation
https://english.news.cn/20221114/5a727813c0484a46be8b3be77863bd4e/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20221114/5a727813c0484a46be8b3be77863bd4e/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20221104/f544bca38c33443186d3de8b3d0a9a27/c.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-63496195
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Domestic Updates

Indian National Congress (INC), India’s 
beleaguered opposition, continued its 
3500-kilometer-long march into November. 
The Bharat Jodo Yatra (Connect India 
march) is an effort by former INC president 
Rahul Gandhi to connect with the public 
in hopes of reviving the fledgling electoral 
prospects of the party. In November, 
Gandhi marched through Maharastra and 
Madhya Pradesh. The march has gained a 
groundswell of spontaneous support from 
local people. It has given the Congress 
leader an image makeover and brought 
INC out of its dormant state. Gandhi’s 
leadership came at a time when the party 
elected its first non-Gandhi president last 
month. 

However, the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) continues to dominate electoral 
politics. In a state election in Gujarat, home 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and all-
powerful Home Minister Amit Shah, the 
party won an overwhelming majority. It won 
156 out of 182 seats in the state assembly. 
Observers had watched the elections 
closely because it was seen as a bellwether 
for upcoming national elections in 2024. 
The Aam Admi Party (AAP), which had won 
recent elections in Punjab and Haryana, 
performed dismally and won only four 
seats. BJP has won all six state elections 
in Gujarat since 1995. Modi became the 
state’s chief minister, propelling him into 
national politics. However, the 2002 anti-

Muslim riot, when Hindu mobs killed more than 
2000 Muslims, happened under Modi’s watch 
and continues to taint his legacy. 

Religious tensions continue to rise under the BJP, 
which has championed the Hindutva agenda. 
In late November, a video went viral where a 
professor at Manipal Institute of Technology in 
Karnataka called a student a ‘terrorist’ because 
of his Muslim name. The professor was later 
suspended. In recent years, religious tolerance 
has been on the wane in India, and anti-Muslim 
attacks are on the rise.

The Supreme Court ordered the immediate 
release of six life convicts who have been in 
prison for more than three decades for their 
role in assassinating former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. However, INC registered a protest 
against the BJP for its inaction by not challenging 
the Supreme Court decision. Following the 
criticism, the government has moved to the 
Supreme Court seeking a review of its order 
for the premature release of six convicts in the 
assassination case.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court also ruled in favor 
of a 10 percent reservation for the Economically 
Weaker Sections (EWS) in educational institutions 
and government jobs in India. The government 
introduced the EWS quota in 2019. It applies to 
those not covered under the existing scheme 
of 50 percent reservations for the Scheduled 
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, and the socially 
and educationally backward classes (SEBCs). 

mailto:jaymaniyar%40gmail.com?subject=
https://indianexpress.com/article/political-pulse/bharat-jodo-yatra-rahul-gandhi-maharashtra-cultural-social-agenda-2024-8279462/
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/like-kasab-manipal-professor-told-muslim-student-on-hearing-his-name-3559951
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/07/india-surge-summary-punishments-muslims
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/had-no-role-in-assassination-of-indias-ex-pm-rajiv-gandhi-says-nalini-sriharan-one-of-released-convicts-533951
https://www.livemint.com/news/supreme-court-upholds-10-reservation-for-economically-weaker-sections-11667798099504.html
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Regional Engagement

India and the US are conducting the 18th joint military exercise dubbed ‘Yudh Abhyas’ (War exercise) 
near the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Auli, Uttarakhand state of India. The two countries share a 
common strategic interest in the Indo-Pacific, particularly concerning the rise of China. In this context, 
the exercise aimed to improve synergy and interoperability between the two countries’ militaries. 

China objected to the exercise citing the 1993 and 1997 pacts. The former deals with maintaining 
peace and tranquillity along the LAC with China, and the latter are about confidence-building measures 
with China. However, India dismissed Chinese concerns stating, ‘India exercises with whomever it 
chooses to, and it does not give a veto to third countries on these areas. The US also echoed similar 
sentiments, rejected China’s opposition to an India-US joint military exercise near the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) in Uttarakhand, and asserted that it is ‘none of their [Chinese] business.’ 

India and China have overlapping claims in the region and have engaged in a prolonged standoff 
along the LAC. There were violent clashes between the two in 2020, leading to more than two dozen 
casualties.

Global Engagement

Australian parliament ratified the Free Trade Agreement, signed nine months earlier, with India. The 
FTA will enhance India’s reputation from a slow negotiator to a fast deal breaker. Nevertheless, indo-
Australia relations have seen remarkable growth in recent decades. 

Modi participated in the 17th G20 summit in Bali on 15-16 November. The forum adopted a declaration 
deploring Russia’s aggression in Ukraine and demanded unconditional withdrawal. In addition, they 
agreed to stabilize currency volatility and pursue efforts to limit climate change to 1.5 Celsius. Modi 
stressed climate change, terrorism, and pandemics and said they could be solved ‘not by fighting 
each other, but by acting together’. Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar conveyed Modi’s 
message to Putin that ‘this is not an era of war .’ Many countries view this as a mild rebuke of Putin’s 
Ukraine invasion. 

As the world enjoys the football World Cup, Indian migrant workers in Qatar have mixed feelings. 
Currently, more than 600,000 Indian workers are employed in the host country. India receives around 
USD 1.5 billion in remittance form Qatar annually. The migrant workers were forced to work in life-
threatening conditions under restricted labor rights. Qatar operated under the ‘Kafala’ system, whereby 
workers had to consent from their employers before switching jobs. Some reports indicate that more 
than 2700 Indian workers have died in Qatar in a decade since Qatar was awarded the right to host 
the world cup in 2010. Qatar has made some changes, such as dismantling the Kafala system and 
increasing the minimum wage to 1,000 riyals (approx USD 240). However, for thousands of families in 
India, the World Cup be a painful reminder of their deceased family members. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-chinas-concerns-military-exercise-us-utarakhand-8301059/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/us-echoes-india-rejecting-china-opposition-yudh-abhyas-exercise-8303099/
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/australian-parliament-ratifies-free-trade-agreement-with-india-536471
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/12/01/asia/india-narendra-modi-g20-presidency-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/just-4-countries-account-for-54-of-remittances-to-india-which-will-hit-a-record-this-year-shows-data-9637001.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/feb/23/revealed-migrant-worker-deaths-qatar-fifa-world-cup-2022
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Domestic Updates

Maldives raised the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) rate from six to eight percent 
and the Tourism Goods and Services Tax 
(T-GST) rate from 12 to 16 percent. These 
changes seek to increase state revenue 
following the requirements for measures 
to accommodate recurring expenditures 
during the volatile changes in the global 
economy. The amendment is to be 
implemented starting in 2023. 

The cumulative tax revenue in the Maldives 
reached MVR 16.6 billion (approx USD 1 
billion) as of 10 November. On the other 
hand, the cumulative total expense of the 
state reached MVR 31.8 billion (approx 
USD 2 billion), while revenue, including 
foreign grants, amounted to MVR 22.97 
billion (approx USD 1.5 billion). President 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih stated that 
the country’s economic outlook looks 
promising, notwithstanding the downturn 
Maldives is experiencing due to Covid-19 
and the Russia-Ukraine war.

Male’s foreign reserve was depleted by USD 
41 million to USD 500 million in October. 
The Maldives Monetary Authority reported 
that the forex has been declining since 
April. However, Finance Minister Ibrahim 
Ameer was optimistic that the reserves 
would hold at USD 657 million by the end 
of the current fiscal year despite declining 
faster than expected. 

As of 16 November, Maldives received 1.42 

million tourists. This records an annual increment 
of 30 percent compared to last year. Yet, it still is 
three percent lower than in 2019. Most tourists 
arrived from India, Russia, the UK, Germany, 
and Italy. 

Regional Engagement

The 22nd Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the 
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) took place 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Twenty-three member 
states of IORA attended the meeting. Maldivian 
ambassador to Bangladesh, Ahmed Khaleel, 
headed the delegation. Khaleel highlighted the 
risks and exposure the small island developing 
states carry due to their vulnerabilities to the 
effects of climate change. 

Maldives received an assistance of USD 100 
million from India. The aid will be provided via 
subscription in Maldives’ Government Domestic 
Treasury bonds by the State Bank of India, 
Male’. Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdulla Shahid, 
during the ceremony, highlighted the significant 
assistance provided by India in the progress and 
development of Maldives. 

The Government of Maldives denied its 
participation in the China-Indian Ocean Region 
Forum on Development Cooperation held 
in Kunming on 21 November by the China 
International Development Cooperation Agency 
through a statement released by its Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MoFA). MoFA also reiterated that 
the participation of any individuals or group of 
individuals from Maldives does not constitute 
the official representation of the Government of 
Maldives. 

mailto:arumaanu1992%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://presidency.gov.mv/Press/Article/27643
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https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-communications/state-minister-ahmed-khaleel-attends-the-22nd-iora-meeting-of-the-council-of-ministers
https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-communications/ceremony-held-to-handover-us-100-million-financial-assistance-from-the-government-of-india-to-the-government-of-maldives
https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-communications/statement-by-the-ministry-of-foreign-affairs-concerning-maldives-alleged-participation-in-the-china-indian-ocean-forum-on-development-cooperation
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Global Engagement

A delegation headed by the EU Ambassador to the Maldives on 23 November paid a courtesy call 
on Solih. The delegation visited Maldives to attend the Sixth Maldives-EU Policy Dialogue. The key 
thematic areas of the dialogue included democracy, governance, strengthening of the justice sector, 
security cooperation, trade, tourism, investment, finance, economic cooperation, and environment 
and climate change. The delegation reiterated its commitment to supporting the Maldives in its efforts 
to advance accountability and strengthen the justice sector. On the sideline of this annual policy 
dialogue, the EU launched its new Euro 2 million (approx. USD 2 million) counter-terrorism project 
focusing on criminal justice, law enforcement, maritime security, and prison management. 

Vice President Faisal Naseem and a high-level delegation attended the 2022 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP27) in Egypt. Faisal delivered the Maldives’ national statement during the 
opening ceremony, where he called for global solidarity in the face of climate change and for the 
developed world to recognize their contribution to climate change. 

Nasheed also attended COP27 but as a part of the Sri Lankan delegation. Due to this, there were 
heavy criticisms for representing Sri Lanka instead of Maldives and using state funds to attend the 
meeting. The parliament clarified that the trip was funded by the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) and 
not by the state. 

The Maldives decided to put forward its candidacy for membership as a non-permanent member of 
the United Nations Security Council for the term 2033-2034, and for membership of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council, for the period 2027-2029. Although small island developing States 
(SIDS) are under-represented across the United Nations, Maldives has consistently demonstrated that 
small states can make a meaningful contribution at the highest level of decision-making. Previously, 
Maldives successfully competed for elections to the Presidency of the 76th session of the UN General 
Assembly in 2018 and the United Nations Human Rights Council for the term 2023-2025. 

Maldives and the United States signed the ninth amendment to the Development Objective Grant 
Agreement (DOAG). DOAG was first signed in 2019. It is a landmark developmental cooperation 
agreement that has contributed USD 25.94 million to the Maldives so far. The ninth amendment would 
bring an additional USD 3 million to the Maldives, which would advance Maldives’ technical capacity 
in managing public finances and improve resilience through economic and democratic governance. 

https://presidency.gov.mv/Press/Article/27654
https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-communications/sixth-maldives-eu-policy-dialogue-joint-press-release
https://presidency.gov.mv/Press/Article/27596
https://edition.mv/news/26212
https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-communications/maldives-to-put-forward-candidatures-to-the-united-nations-security-council-and-the-united-nations-economic-and-social-council
https://www.gov.mv/en/news-and-communications/maldives-and-the-united-states-sign-the-ninth-amendment-to-the-development-objective-grant-agreement-doag
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Domestic Updates

On 20 November, Nepal held its second-
ever federal and provincial elections in a 
largely peaceful way. The voter turnout was 
61 percent, seven percent lower than in 
the 2017 elections. The public’s discontent 
with the mainstream political parties and 
their older candidates’ lust for power alone 
may have been the underlying cause.

Despite the public’s frustration, the 
three mainstream parties came on top 
as expected. The Nepali Congress (NC) 
emerged as the single largest party in the 
FPTP elections, with 57 seats out of 165. 
In contrast, the main opposition party, the 
Communist Party of Nepal- United Marxist 
Leninist (CPN-UML), came out as the 
second-largest party with 44 seats. In the 
proportional representation system, which 
sends 110 parliamentarians, CPN-UML 
won the most votes and bagged 34 seats, 
followed by NC with 32 seats. CPN-Maoist 
became the third-largest party with a total 
of 32 seats. With 20 seats, the newly 
formed National Independent Party (NIP) 
became the fourth largest party. 

The election also saw a large influx of new 
and young candidates, with winners as 
young as 27. But, at the same time, many 
senior leaders, including half a dozen sitting 
ministers, lost. Given the results, a coalition 
of multiple parties is required to form a 
government. Therefore, newer parties like 
NIP and regional parties like Janamat Party 

and Nagarik Unmukti Party might play crucial 
roles in the formation of the government.

In the first three months of the current fiscal year, 
Nepal’s Balance of Payments (BoP) accumulated 
a surplus of NPR 12.43 billion (approx USD 100 
million) after 14 months of net financial outflows. 
Gross foreign exchange reserves also rose by 
2.5 percent to NPR 1.246 trillion (approx USD 
9 billion) in mid-October from NPR 1.215 trillion 
in mid-July of the current fiscal year. Also, 
Nepal has been reviewing its seven-month-
old import ban on certain products after the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) delayed the 
second installment of a USD 400 million loan to 
Nepal because the country has not met certain 
conditions. Earlier, the government had imposed 
import limits on several luxury commodities 
alarmed by the steep decline of Nepal’s foreign 
currency reserve. As per Nepal Rastra Bank, the 
foreign currency reserve is sufficient to support 
imports of 8.3 months.

Nepal Airlines (NA) has decided to sell five of its 
troublesome Chinese planes after no one came 
forward to lease them. NA had placed them up 
for leasing as breakdowns and a lack of pilots 
have plagued the planes. Under the commercial 
agreement signed in November 2012 between 
NA and the Aviation Industry Corporation of 
China (AVIC), China had provided a grant 
worth NPR 2.94 billion (USD 24 million) and 
concessional loan assistance worth NPR 3.72 
billion (approx USD 28 million) to buy the aircraft.

Meanwhile, the European Commission (EC) 
has continued to bar national airlines from the 
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European skies because of safety concerns. The EC has banned Nepali companies from European 
skies since 2013. However, the EU Ambassador to Nepal, Nona Deprez, and the Civil Aviation Authority 
of Nepal (CAAN) Director General Pradeep Adhikari jointly stated that the EU would soon send an on-
site assessment team. Nepal failed to impress the EU when it conducted an assessment in October. 
The EU has been adamant about splitting service provider and regulatory authority. 

Regional Engagement

The Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) has received approval from India to export a further 22 MW of 
power produced by Chilime Hydropower Company. With this, Nepal would export a total of 386 MW 
of power to India after Nepal started hydroelectricity to India last year. Nepal has already earned nearly 
NPR 8 billion (approx USD 60 million) from the export of surplus power in the past five months. This 
has now become a significant source of foreign currency earnings for Nepal.

Global Engagement

President Bidya Devi Bhandari visited Iceland to attend Reykjavík Global Forum – Women Leaders 
held at Reykjavík from 8 - 10 November 2022. WPL conferred this year’s prestigious WPL Trailblazer 
Award to President Bhandari. The Award is presented to incumbent and former women Presidents 
and Prime Ministers in recognition of the achievements of leading women politicians.

Despite Nepal’s continuous request to extend clemency, Saudi authorities beheaded Nepali national 
Bibek Dahal. Dahal was charged with murder and bestiality. The decapitation reportedly occurred on 
23 October without prior notice to the Nepali Embassy in Saudi Arabia. Following the incident, Nepal’s 
Foreign Secretary, Bharat Raj Paudyal, met the Saudi Ambassador to Nepal, Saad bin Naseer Abu 
Himed and expressed displeasure at the Saudis’ refusal to heed Nepal’s request to halt the execution. 
Currently, 286 Nepali nationals are in different Saudi jails, with over 80 percent accused of producing 
or consuming alcohol.

Nepal participated in the Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC (COP27) in Egypt in 2022. It 
advocated for ‘Loss and Damage’ funding alongside other vulnerable nations because their efforts 
to establish the Glasgow Climate Facility on Loss and Damage at COP 26 last year failed to produce 
tangible mechanisms. Loss and Damage are crucial for Nepal because the country’s capacity to 
adjust to erratic weather events and disasters is being constrained as the frequency of such incidents 
rises.

The construction works for World Cup 2022 led to the deaths of over 6,500 migrant workers, including 
1,614 from Nepal, owing to awful living and working conditions. Meanwhile, Qatar refuses autopsies 
and claims that most fatalities are ‘natural deaths.’ However, forty-eight percent of deaths of Nepali 
workers were reported as ‘natural deaths,’ with only 10 percent registered as workplace accidents. 
Surprisingly, Nepali media outlets have not adequately covered this issue. Despite this, Qatar remains 
one of the top destinations for Nepali migrant workers.

https://nepalnews.com/s/capital/india-to-import-22-mw-more-energy-from-nepal
https://mofa.gov.np/press-release-on-rt-hon-presidents-visit-to-iceland/
https://thehimalayantimes.com/nepal/death-penalty-for-migrant-worker-executed
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Domestic Updates

Pakistan’s domestic politics are far from 
stable, as the former Prime Minister Imran 
Khan led his ‘Haqiqi Azadi March’ (Real 
Independence march) towards the federal 
capital Islamabad and was shot by a lone 
gunman. He survived the assassination 
attempt but received minor injuries due 
to bullet shrapnel. Khan blamed the 
incumbent government and the military 
establishment, which had earlier provided 
unmatched support to Khan. Khan’s 
march culminated at a rally at Rawalpindi, 
where he announced his resignation from 
the National Assembly and provincial 
assemblies. After the unsuccessful attempt 
on his life, he has limited himself to his 
home in Lahore. The Punjab government 
has fortified his house by installing the 
bullet-proof glass and deploying additional 
security personnel.

Pakistan’s three-time Prime Minister, 
Nawaz Sharif, is expected to return to the 
country after almost two years following 
medical treatment in the United Kingdom. 
Sharif was removed from the government 
and later imprisoned by the Supreme Court 
in July 2017 on the frivolous charges of not 
taking a salary from his son. However, the 
verdict is likely to be overturned.

After serving six years as the Chief of 
Pakistan’s Army, General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa handed over the command to 
General Asim Munir, putting an end to 

the much-hyped appointment of Pakistan’s 
most powerful position. In addition, General 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza was appointed as the 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

The banned terrorist organization Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP), currently based in 
Afghanistan, has ended the cease-fire that it 
had agreed upon in May. The TTP claimed that 
the government forces targeted their people in 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province bordering 
Afghanistan. Soon after the announcement, a 
suicide bomber belonging to the TTP blew up a 
police truck guarding the polio vaccination team, 
killing four people.

Following the continuing economic crunch, 
Islamabad and the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) have begun talks “on a ninth review” of 
the USD 7 billion loan program. The IMF has 
asked the country to minimize its expenses, and 
a team will likely visit Islamabad in the following 
month. But Islamabad has put forth a confident 
face in public. Finance Minister Ishaq Dar refuted 
any chance of declaring default and vowed that 
Pakistan’s economy could be interest-free in the 
coming five years. In addition, Pakistan’s exit 
from Financial Action Task Force (FATF) grey list 
last month will help its economy. 

Pakistan received 500 million USD from the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
for the BRACE development program from 
the AIIB. The BRACE (Building Resilience with 
Active Countercyclical Expenditures Program) is 
an AIIB program to counter the social fallouts of 
economic crises.
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Regional Engagement

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif visited China on a two-day official visit. This was Sharif’s first foreign 
visit since he assumed prime ministership. The main agenda was revising Pakistan’s economy by 
reinvigorating the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which was put on hold by the previous 
government. The joint statement emphasized bilateral cooperation in the areas of ‘e-commerce, 
digital economy, export of agricultural products, financial cooperation, protection of cultural property, 
infrastructure, flood relief, post-disaster reconstruction, space, geosciences as well as law enforcement 
and security.’ They also signed a Memorandum of Agreement on setting up the Chinese Yuan clearing 
arrangements to boost the Chinese currency for bilateral transactions.

Pakistan’s Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Hina Rabbani Khar, led a high-level delegation in Kabul 
(Afghanistan) to hold bilateral talks with the Afghan Taliban leaders. Previously, Pakistan had welcomed 
Afghanistan to join the CPEC to enhance regional connectivity and improve security by bringing socio-
economic prosperity.

Global Engagement

Pakistan may be decades away from being in the football World Cup finals, but it has its fingerprint 
in the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. Pakistan has deployed 4,500 troops to ensure security at a ‘special 
request’ of Qatar. More than 150,000 Pakistanis are working in Qatar as migrant workers who send 
USD 483 million in remittances. However, they suffer from atrocious abuses. Since 2010, 824 Pakistani 
workers have died in Qatar. However, Qatar has agreed to invest 2 billion USD in Pakistan to help the 
latter avoid the default risk.

PM Shehbaz Sharif led a high-level delegation at the 27th session of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP27) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Egypt. 
Pakistan successfully pleaded its case regarding its marginal carbon emissions and being the primary 
victim of climate change. Pakistan suffered heavily due to massive floods, amounting to USD 30 billion 
in terms of destruction of infrastructure and loss of 1,700 lives while displacing 30 million people. COP 
27 resulted in the establishment of a “loss and damage fund.”

To overcome its energy needs, Pakistani officials have flown to Russia to discuss the purchase of oil 
and gas. Dar made it clear that the United States cannot stop Pakistan from buying Russian oil, as 
India is also purchasing Russian oil amidst criticism by Ukrainian officials.
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Domestic updates

Public protests against the present 
government’s handling of Sri Lanka’s 
economic crisis and the lax use of the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) continued 
in November. Police detained several 
protestors under the PTA for protesting 
against President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s 
government. The Act was introduced in 
1979 and allows up to a year’s detention 
without trial. 

Protestors also handed letters to foreign 
missions in Colombo, inviting them to 
pressure the government to abolish the PTA 
and release detainees. Although the United 
Nations, European Union, Norwegian 
Embassy, British High Commission, and 
the United States Embassy accepted the 
submissions, the Indian High Commission 
refused to do the same. President 
Wickremesinghe doubled down on anti-
government ‘Aragalaya’ (public protests), 
warning he would not hold parliamentary 
elections before 2024 and would not 
hesitate to introduce a state of emergency 
and deploy the military if the protestors 
intend to overthrow the government.  

Colombo has begun discussions with 
creditors to restructure its debt. The island 
owes over USD 35 billion as of 30 June – 
USD 10.9 billion in bilateral loans, USD 9.3 
billion in multilateral loans, and USD 14.8 
billion in commercial loans. Sri Lanka’s 
outstanding debt to China stands at 

approximately USD 7 billion, nearly 20 percent of 
the island’s total outstanding foreign debt. As of 
October 2022, Sri Lanka’s gross official reserves 
improved to USD 1.7 billion, compared to May, 
when the island only had USD 50 million in liquid 
reserves. 

A public opinion survey conducted by a 
local think tank showed that 79 percent of all 
respondents believed their economic situation 
had gotten worse compared to 2021. Ironically, 
37 percent of those surveyed expected China to 
assist Sri Lanka in overcoming the financial crisis 
compared to 24 percent who expected Indian 
support despite billions of dollars of Indian aid in 
the aftermath of the economic crisis. 

Legislative passed the first budget after the 
island nation accepted International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) loan. The budget aims to increase 
tax revenue by 69 percent, reduce the budget 
deficit to 7.9 percent in 2023 (from this year’s 
9.8 percent), and restructure state-owned 
enterprises. The government also relaxed 
its import ban for several items, including 
refrigerators and other household items. The 
President, however, was criticized on social 
media for allocating 539 billion rupees (approx 
USD 1.5 billion) for defense and public security – 
in comparison to 322 billion rupees earmarked for 
health and only 232 billion rupees for education. 
Last year, Sri Lanka’s defense budget was LKR 
273 billion (approx USD 1.86 billion). 

Regional Engagement

Data released by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka 
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showed that India had disbursed or agreed to give Sri Lanka over USD 1.5 billion in 2022. Between 
January to August 2022 – India had disbursed or agreed to disburse USD 782 million (loans and 
grants), while China accounted for only USD 67.8 million. The Chinese government donated 10.6 
million liters of diesel for farmers and fisheries in Sri Lanka – the shipments of which are expected to 
arrive between November and December 2022. China also announced that 1,000 metric tons of rice 
would be donated to Sri Lankan students owing to the rising cost of food on the island – as the World 
Bank estimates that Sri Lanka has the world’s sixth highest food price inflation. 

Qi Zhenhong, China’s Ambassador to Sri Lanka, met with Sri Lanka’s State Minister of Finance on 
7 November to discuss Sri Lanka’s debt. The Ambassador also spoke with a political delegation led 
by Sri Lanka’s deputy speaker on 23 November on the proposed Free Trade Agreement with China. 

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Abdul Momen met his Sri Lankan counterpart on the eve of the 22nd 
Ministerial meeting of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) to discuss the necessity of concluding 
a bilateral Preferential Trade Agreement. Speaking at the IORA, Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister reiterated 
the need for Sri Lanka to actively engage with IORA countries to advance commercial interests and 
maintain peace in the region. Sri Lanka is the next chair of IORA. 

Global Engagement

Addressing a gathering at a local University on 11 November, Wickremesinghe argued that Sri Lanka 
does not wish to be part of any big power rivalry in the Indian Ocean. He added that the island has no 
objections to the presence of the US, India, and China so far as tensions do not escalate. Sri Lanka, 
alongside India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, and Pakistan, also abstained from voting on a draft 
resolution recognizing Russia’s responsibility to make reparations to Ukraine. The resolution was co-
sponsored by nearly 50 nations and was adopted at the United Nations General Assembly. 

Speaking at the COP-27 Conference in Egypt, President Wickremesinghe proposed the establishment 
of an International Climate Change University in Sri Lanka with an ancillary institute in the Maldives. 
He added that developed nations should take more leadership to address climate change challenges. 
He announced that Sri Lanka adopted a policy for the conservation of Mangroves, intends to phase 
out fossil fuel subsidies, and aims for 70 percent of electricity generation from renewable energy soon.

The Guardian reported that over 6500 migrant workers from South Asia, including Sri Lanka, had 
died since Qatar began constructing infrastructure to host the 2022 Football World Cup. Statistics 
from the Sri Lankan Bureau of Foreign Employment (SLBFE) reveal that outward migration to Qatar 
as a percentage of total annual migration has marginally increased from 2016 (24.5% amounting 
to 59,523 persons) to 2021 (24.9% amounting to 30,516 persons) despite a decline in absolute 
numbers. According to the SLBFE, 343 Sri Lankan migrant workers have lost their lives in Qatar since 
2014. The island has continuously received over 50% of its total private remittances from the Middle 
East from 2016 to 2021.
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