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Summary 

The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in the economy are still being seen. The mid-year 

budget review showed that capital expenditure budget spending has decreased to a 

meager 14.4 percent. The Government of Nepal (GoN) has planned to build six industrial 

areas across the country. GoN also plans to build four new cross-border economic zones. 

Fiscal Sector (Month of Mangsir) 

1. The fiscal budget remained at a deficit of Rs. 12.72 billion in comparison to a surplus 

of Rs. 62.23 billion in the corresponding period last year. 

2. The total expenditure of the federal government was Rs. 306.66 billion. 

3. The total revenue collection for the month was Rs. 301.23 billion. 

4. The provincial government used Rs. 61.27 billion- Rs. 37.43 billion was transferred by 

the federal government as grants and revenue from divisible funds to the provincial 

governments and Rs. 23.84 billion was collected by the provincial governments 

through revenue and other receipts. 

Monetary Sector (Month of Mangsir) 

1. The overall inflation rate stood at 2.93 percent on a y-o-y basis.  

2. The food and beverage inflation rate stood at 5.23 percent. 

3. The non-food and service inflation rate stood at 1.16 percent. 

4. The broad money supply expanded by 7.4 percent in comparison to the growth of 3.6 

percent in the corresponding period last year. 

External Sector (Month of Mangsir) 

1. The merchandise export increased 5.1 percent and merchandise import decreased 9.6 

percent in the review period (first five months of fiscal year 2020/21). 

2. The total trade deficit narrowed down 10.5 percent to Rs. 475.44 billion in the review 

period. 

3. The remittance inflow stood at Rs. 416.81 billion in the review period. This was an 

increase of 10.9 percent. 
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4. The Balance of Payments registered a surplus of Rs. 106.48 billion in the review 

period. 

Capital Market (Month of Magh) 

1. The NEPSE index stood at 2310.51 at the start of the month and 2537.98 at the end of 

the month. 

Key Events 

1. The mid-year budget review performed by the Ministry of Finance showed that only 

14.4 percent of the total budget allocated for capital expenditure has been spent 

during the first six months of the fiscal year. Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad Poudel has 

said that the low expenditure can be attributed to the lack of spending done by 

ministries who have a higher development budget. 

2. A study conducted by the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, and Supply to investigate 

the effect of COVID-19 on the industrial sector found that most industries were 

operating in red despite the end of the lockdown. 

3. The government has planned to build six industrial areas in Jhapa, Chitwan, 

Rupandehi, Makwanpur, Kanchanpur, and Banke. The areas in Jhapa, Chitwan, and 

Rupandehi will be built with the help of foreign investment while the areas in 

Makawanpur, Kanchanpur, and Banke will be covered by domestic investment. 

4. The government has planned to build four new cross-border economic zones at four 

points- Dodhare-Chandani in Kanchanpur, Jogbani in Morang, Kimathanka in 

Sankhuwasabha, and Korala in Mustang. 

5. Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) has prepared a draft of Standardization of Quick Response 

(QR) Code- QR specifications and Nepal QR Standardization Framework and Guideline 

with an aim to integrate the Quick Response (QR) payment platforms under a single 

network system. 

6. The government has issued a new regulation under the Foreign Investment and 

Technology Transfer Act (FITTA) which states that foreign investors are required to 

bring 70 percent of their proposed investment before starting their operations. The 

remaining investment amount has to be brought into the country within 2 years. 
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Summary 

Protests against the House Dissolution are still on the rise, while midterm election dates 

have already been announced. More than 30 new appointments have been made in 

various constitutional bodies. Various local initiatives for public service convenience, 

including an app, have been launched. 

Policies, Rules and Guidelines 

1. Around the end of Magh the Department of Immigration proposed a policy to the 

Home Ministry which dictates that women under 40 should take permit letters from 

their family and the ward office if they are independently traveling to Gulf countries or 

Africa using a Visit Visa. The decision on the implementation of the policy has not 

been taken so far. 

2. This month the Cabinet decided on the upcoming election date and design. The 

elections will be held on April 30 and on May 10. April 30 will see elections being held 

in 40 districts while the rest will be held in May. Province 1, 3 and 6 will have their 

elections held on May 10 while the rest of the provinces will have their elections on 

April 30. 

3. The government has launched a “Nagarik App” at the beginning of the month, which 

is a mobile application programmed for convenience in the delivery of public services. 

Through this app, one can register for a PAN card, access their tax information, look 

into the details of their citizenship, passport, educational certificates, voting card, etc. 

The app also allows users to file a complaint, see progress made on such complaints 

and access details regarding their social security fund, provident fund, citizen 

investment trust and many more. 

4. The government has decided to issue social media directives in order to regulate 

social networking sites. According to the Minister of Communications and Information 

Technology Parbat Gurung, these directives would allow the government to regulate 

the sites that were running without being registered in the governmental records. 

Furthermore, these regulations would also look into the inappropriate remarks made 

towards important government officials like the President. 

5. In order to ensure convenience and zero hassle in the public service delivery, the 

government has initiated “Local Level Administrative Building Infrastructure 

Development Programme Operating Procedure-2021”, through which physical 

infrastructures required for the local level governments are to be built. Local levels that 
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want to participate in this program have to submit a proposal to the Department of 

Local Infrastructure and both the federal and local government will be involved in 

funding the project. The government may choose to provide additional grants to 

remote and rural municipalities. 

6. Nepal has lifted a travel ban on passengers flying to and from the United Kingdom, 

Malta and Ireland. This ban was initially placed to avoid the spread of the new strain of 

the coronavirus. 

Bureaucratic and Political Institutions and Leadership 

Election Commission has requested the government to provide Rs. 7.79 billion to conduct 

midterm elections on April 30 and May 10. 

The hearing on the case of the House of Representative’s dissolution is still underway. 

Nepal Health Research Council will be studying the after-effects of Covid Vaccination. The 

research will also include analysis of vaccine management, storage, transportation, 

distribution and use. The council will shortly send the directives of the research and 

present them to the Ministry of Health and Population. 

This month, the acting chief commissioner and the commissioner of Commission for the 

Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA), Dr. Ganesh Raj Joshi and Sabitri Thapa 

resigned from their respective posts. 

More than 30 new members of various constitutional bodies have been appointed, 

including Prem Kumar Rai as the new Chief Commissioner of CIAA. Additionally, Hitendra 

Dev Shakya has been appointed the Managing Director of Nepal Electricity Authority. 

Provincial and Local Governments 

The “KMC Disaster Management Fund (Operation) Procedure 2020” has been formed by 

the Kathmandu Metropolitan City in order to control the risks of natural and non-natural 

disasters. This fund will be directed towards providing disaster relief in cash, carrying out 

search and rescue tasks and coping with disasters immediately. The fund will also be 

mobilized for the purpose of distributing necessary food, clothes, medicines to disaster 

victims, making temporary homes for those in need, providing assistance for last rites of 

the people killed in the disaster, disseminating disaster-related information and disposing 

of disaster debris. 
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The Department of Road and Transportation will be installing an intelligent traffic light 

system in locations within the Kathmandu Valley. Signals to manage the flow of traffic are 

displayed manually and by human judgment, but the new technology will calculate the 

vehicle traffic and pressure and display relevant signals at appropriate times. 

Political Parties and Civil Society 

In the latest Corruption Perception Index rolled out by Transparency International, Nepal’s 

rank among the least corrupt countries slid down by four positions. Nepal now ranks in 

the 117th position among a total of 180 countries. Nepal is tied with Egypt, Eswatini, 

Sierra Leone, Ukraine and Zambia in this position. Nepal’s previous rank was 113, and 

dropping to 117 indicates that corruption in the country is on the rise. 

This month saw a range of protests both inside and outside the Valley, mostly against the 

previous dissolution of the House of Representatives. The Split Communist Party led by 

the Dahal-Nepal faction declared a nationwide bandh and initiated a mass gathering 

against the unconstitutional act that has led the country towards more political 

uncertainty. Opposition Party Nepali Congress have also taken to the streets in recent 

weeks protesting the same issue. However, the split Communist Party led by Prime 

Minister KP Sharma Oli staged their own protest throughout the nation demanding 

political reforms. More gatherings were held by the Oli faction late Magh in the wake of 

upcoming elections. 

Key Events 

1. Martyr’s Day was observed this month, where the Prime Minister, Ministers and other 

people’s representatives paid their tributes. Kathmandu Metropolitan City organized a 

week-long Martyr’s Day from Magh 10 to Magh 16. 

2. International Yoga Day was observed and a yoga exercise session was organized in 

Prime Minister Oli’s residence in Baluwatar. This day has been nationally celebrated in 

Nepal since 2016. 
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Summary 

The newly sworn-in president of the US, Joe Biden, signed executive orders to return the 

US to the Paris climate accord and halt the ongoing construction of the Keystone XL 

pipeline project. India, in its new budget for FY 2021-22, has continued support for the 

transition towards a sustainable, low carbon economy. The Indian state of Uttarakhand 

was hit hard by Glacier Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) causing the loss of lives and property. 

The Government of Nepal (GoN) appointed Hitendra Dev Shakya as the managing 

director of the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) for the next four years. The GoN decided 

to waive the demand charge of electricity consumption for manufacturing industries that 

were hit hard during the lockdown. The 46th meeting of the Investment Board Nepal 

(IBN) awarded the contract of the construction of the Lower Arun Hydropower project to 

the Indian company SJVN Limited. 400 kV Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur substation, the most 

strategic infrastructure to carry out Nepal’s power trade with India, has officially come 

online. 

Relevant Global Updates 

The new President of the United States, Joe Biden, signed an executive order to rejoin 

the Paris Climate accord. The world’s second-largest emitter of greenhouse gases had 

withdrawn from the Paris deal under former president Donald Trump. Biden also blocked 

the ongoing construction of the Keystone XL pipeline, a bitterly contested project that 

would bring huge quantities of oil from Canada to the US. The pipeline project has been 

fiercely opposed by the environmentalists because of the possible environmental risks the 

project would entail. 

Denmark has made a quite unique and unconventional decision for wind energy 

generation through building what is claimed to be the ‘world’s first’ energy island in the 

North Sea. As per the plan so far, the artificial energy island will be owned by a public-

private partnership and will be 80 Kilometers off the Jutland peninsula of northern 

Europe. It is predicted to generate energy consumption of ten million households from its 

wind turbines. 

India’s budget announcement for FY 2021 - 22 has supported the transition towards a 

sustainable, low carbon economy. The budget allocated for the coal ministry for the 

exploration of coal and lignite is down by around 15%. There is also a huge reduction in 

the budget allocated to the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. Also, the Government 

of India (GOI) announced a welcome infusion of $ 0.3 billion for Solar Energy Corporation 

of India Limited (SECI) and Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited 

12



NNMiR Magh 2077 BS (Jan-Feb 2021)

(IREDA). It has increased customs duties on solar lanterns and inverters to boost domestic 

manufacturing. However, some shortcomings still remain. The budget lacks support for 

the closure of inefficient coal-fired power plants. Other support measures like tax 

holidays, tax incentives and access to finance are also lagging to boost domestic 

manufacturing of solar components. The budget announcements also did not include an 

exemption from or streamlining of Goods and Services Tax (GST) for renewable energy 

installations. 

Disaster struck Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district in the form of an avalanche and deluge after 

a portion of the Nanda Devi glacier broke off. The sudden flood triggered widespread 

panic and large-scale devastation in the high mountain areas. As per the Union Ministry of 

Home Affairs of India, the glacial burst washed away the Rishiganga small hydro project of 

13.2 MW. 

Natural Resources and Energy 

The Government of Nepal (GoN) has appointed Hitendra Dev Shakya as the managing 

director of the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) for four years. He was serving as the 

officiating managing director at the NEA since November 9, 2020. 

The GoN decided to waive the demand charge of electricity consumption for 

manufacturing industries that were hit hard during the lockdown period. Also, in the 

budget of the current fiscal year, the government has made provision for the complete 

waiver on the demand charge during the prescribed period for manufacturing business 

firms, and fifty percent discount on electricity bills during off-peak hour use by the 

manufacturing sector. 

The 46th meeting of the Investment Board Nepal (IBN) concluded by awarding the 

contract of construction of the Lower Arun Hydropower project to the Indian company 

SJVN Limited, under the build, own, operate and transfer (BOOT) model as a public-

private-partnership. The proposed project has a projected capacity of 679 MW of 

electricity and will be situated in Sankhuwasabha and Bhojpur districts of Province 1. As 

per IBN, the project is located downstream of the ongoing Arun-3 project and upstream 

of the proposed SaptaKoshi High Dam project. The cost for Lower Arun is estimated at 

over 100 billion rupees. As per an initial study, the installed capacity can be enhanced to 

around 1,000 MW if it is developed as a storage-type project. 

NEA, in an attempt to control the electricity leakage and improve the service flow, has 

started signing performance agreements with the chiefs of distribution and customer 

service centers. Management of NEA recently signed performance agreements with the 
13
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chiefs of 23 distribution centers under the provincial office at Janakpur of Province 2. 

Controlling electricity leakage has been given a top priority in the performance 

agreement. NEA has set a target of reducing electricity leakage to 8.5 percent in the 

current fiscal year. 

400 kV Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur substation, the most strategic infrastructure to carry out 

Nepal’s power trade with India, has officially come online. With this development, it is 

expected to help materialize the proposed energy banking between Nepal and India. The 

substation enables NEA to exchange 1,000-1,200 megawatt of electricity with India via 

the Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur cross-border transmission line. 

220 kV Dana - Khurkot transmission line and substation are now complete and connected 

to the central transmission line. It is now expected that the transmission line will 

significantly support the power sector. Despite transmission line and substation in Parbat 

and Myagdi district, Baglung is also directly benefited. 

Alternative Energy Promotion Center (AEPC) has started to install solar power systems in 

five different local levels of Karnali. The plan is to complete the installation of the 405 KW 

solar system altogether in the next three months. 
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Summary 

The dissolution of parliament has pushed the country into an uncertain political and 

constitutional crisis. Nepal started its vaccine inoculation drive with the vaccine sent by 

India as a grant under its ‘Vaccine Maitri Initiative’. Joe Biden was inaugurated as the 46th 

President of the United States. The historic second impeachment trial of Donald Trump 

concluded with Trump being acquitted for his alleged role of inciting the deadly event in 

the Capitol. The protests continue in Myanmar against the coup of 1 February by the 

military. 

National Issues 

As the Supreme Court is yet to decide on a writ petition filed against PM Oli’s move to 

dissolve the parliament, both the Dahal-Nepal led faction and Oli led faction have been 

organizing large-scale mass gatherings inside and outside Kathmandu valley in a bid to 

influence the judiciary and other constitutional bodies in their favor. While opposition 

parties Nepali Congress and Janata Samajbadi Party have also been protesting against 

the dissolution of the parliament, criticism has been raised against Congress’ move of 

campaigning for elections. 

On 3rd February, Chief Justice Cholendra SJR in presence of President Bidya Devi 

Bhandari administered the oath and secrecy of 32 appointees for 11 constitutional bodies 

without a parliamentary hearing. Condemning the decision made by the Constitutional 

Council, Speaker of the House of Representatives Agni Sapkota has filed a case in the 

Supreme Court to oppose the appointments. Thus, the Supreme Court has the 

responsibility to deliver the verdict on both parliament dissolution and appointments in 

constitutional bodies. 

Following Foreign Minister Pradip Kumar Gyawali’s visit to India (14-16 January 2021), 

Nepal has received 1 million doses of Covid-19 vaccines on 21 January as grant 

assistance under India's ‘Vaccine Maitri’ initiative. On 5 February, China announced to 

provide 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines to Nepal on a grant basis. However, the 

Chinese company producing the vaccine is yet to submit all necessary documents and get 

permission from the Nepal government. Nepal is expected to receive 2.2 million doses of 

Covishield from WHO’s Covax facility by the end of February8. The government has been 

working to generate the cost required for purchasing coronavirus vaccines from 

multilateral and bilateral donors. 
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On 21 January, Nepal and Israel signed an “Implementation Protocol on Nepali workers 

in the labor market of Israel” to implement the temporary labor pact signed on 30 

September 2020. This protocol is expected to open the Israel market for Nepali youths as 

they can work in nursing homes, daycare centers, and hospitals. Also, Nepali youths will 

be entitled to service and facilities as per the labor-related laws of Israel. 

Regional Issues 

Nepali traders are facing problems while importing goods from China as China has 

allowed only limited truckloads to enter Nepal from Rasuwagadhi and Tatopani border on 

the pretext of containing the possible transmission of COVID-19. The trade across the 

land border has not improved despite several attempts made by the Nepali authorities. 

Analysts have speculated that China is expressing its displeasure in the form of the 

‘undeclared blockade’ against the split of NCP and using the pandemic as an excuse not 

to fully open the customs points. 

India and China have agreed to disengage troops from the highly contested Ladakh 

region. Troops from both countries have been entangled in a standoff at the border after 

a clash near Pangong Tso Lake in May 2020. The suffering bilateral ties between India and 

China are expected to improve. 

COVID-19 vaccines are emerging as the new battlefront for geopolitical supremacy 

between India and China. India is using its strength as the world’s largest manufacturer of 

vaccines to improve the regional ties and push back against China’s political and 

economic dominance. Soon after India gave 1 million doses of vaccines to Nepal, China 

also declared to supply 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines to Nepal on a grant basis. 

This move is seen as China’s efforts to step-up vaccine diplomacy amid projections from 

experts that India could have more influence in Nepal. 

Global Watch 

Joseph Biden was inaugurated as the 46th president of the United States on 20 January 

amid the extraordinary political, public health, economic, and national security crises in 

the US, including the chaos created by the former President Donald Trump's attempts to 

overturn the 2020 US presidential election. As promised during his campaign, Joe Biden 

reentered the US in the Paris Agreement on the first day of holding office. Biden revealed 

an ambitious climate strategy that includes setting a goal to achieve a carbon-free power 

grid by 2035, creating a cross-border climate adjustment program, and hosting a ‘Climate 

Leaders Summit’ on Earth day. The US and Russia on 3 Feb extended the New START 
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arms control treaty for five years, preserving the last treaty limiting deployments of the 

world’s two largest strategic nuclear arsenals. The US also decided to re-engage in the UN 

Human Rights Council. 

Biden made it clear from his speech on the State Department that the US foreign policy 

towards China will remain the same under his administration. The Biden administration is 

unlikely to alter US policies on trade, Taiwan, human rights, and the South China Sea. 

Unlike Trump, Biden expressed his willingness to cooperate with China when necessary. 

On 10 February Biden held a telephone conversation with the Chinese President Xi 

Jinping where the two leaders exchanged views on countering the shared challenges of 

global health security, climate change, and prevention of proliferation of weapons. 

On 13 February, the historic second impeachment of Donald Trump concluded with 

Trump being acquitted for his alleged role of inciting the deadly event. A majority of 

senators voted to convict the former president but failed to reach the supermajority 

threshold needed for a conviction. 

Myanmar military staged a coup on 1 February and seized the power from the 

democratically elected government of the National League for Democracy (NLD), alleging 

voter fraud in November 2020 elections which NLD won by landslide. The military 

declared a state of emergency for one year and detained State Counselor Aung San Suu 

Kyi, President U Win Myint, and other senior officials. The coup and the detention of 

elected leaders have prompted the large-scale protests and Civil Disobedience 

movement which has created strikes crippling many functions of government. The United 

Nations strongly condemned the coup and urged the military to restore democracy. 

However, UNSC could not pass a resolution on the situation in Myanmar as it was 

opposed by China and Russia. The United States imposed sanctions against the military 

on 10 February. 

Ambassadorial Watch 

1. Ambassador of Nepal to Israel, Anjan Shakya was awarded the ‘Diplomat of the Year 

2020’ award for her excellent diplomatic professional performance by the 

Ambassador’s Club of Israel on 11 January 2021. 

2. On 13 January, Gahendra Rajbhandari, Ambassador of Nepal to Belgium presented 

his ‘Letters of Credence’ to the King of Belgium. 
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3. On 19 January, Tapas Adhikari presented his ‘Letters of Credence’ as Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Nepal to the President of the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan. 

4. On 3 February, Ram Kaji Khadka, Ambassador of Nepal to the Federal Republic of 

Germany presented his ‘Letters of Credence’ to the President of the Federal Republic 

of Germany. 

5. On 9 February, Dawa Futi Sherpa, Ambassador/Permanent Representative of Nepal to 

the Kingdom of Spain presented her credentials to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). 

6. On 15 February, the newly appointed Ambassador of Australia, Felicity Jane Volk 

presented her credentials to President Bidya Devi Bhandari. 

Key Events 

Date Countries involved Official 

involved

Issue Mechan

ism

08/02 Nepal-UK Bilateral 

Consulting 

Mechanism

Both sides exchanged views on 

bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation between Nepal and 

the UK on pressing common 

issues; COVID-19 and Climate 

Change. FM reiterated Nepal’s 

desire to work with the UK and 

other partner countries towards 

preserving the mountain 

ecosystem and reducing the 

impacts of climate change.

Bilateral
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06/02 Nepal-France Bilateral 

Consulting 

Mechanism 

(2nd)

Economic partnerships including 

bilateral trade, investment, 

technology transfer, and tourism 

sectors; people-to-people 

contacts, cultural exchanges, and 

educational cooperation; 

cooperation at regional and 

multilateral levels on common 

agendas such as climate change 

and COVID-19

Bilateral

05/02 Nepal-China FM of Nepal 

and Minister 

of Foreign 

Affairs of the 

People’s 

Republic of 

China(Virtual 

meeting)

FM of China announced that 

China will provide 500,000 doses 

of COVID-19 vaccine to Nepal on 

a grant basis and stated that 

China would accord priority to 

Nepal in vaccine cooperation.

Bilateral

21/01 37th Session 

of the Human 

Rights 

Council 

Working 

Group on 

Universal 

Periodic 

Review

Nepali 

Delegation 

led by FM

Introduced Nepal’s national 

report to the UPR Working Group 

and highlighted Nepal’s efforts 

towards the promotion and 

protection of human rights.

Multilateral
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Source: MOFA Press Releases (selected press releases only) 

21/01 17th 

Ministerial 

Meeting of 

Asia 

Cooperation 

Dialogue 

(Virtual)

Nepali 

Delegation 

led by FM

FM stressed close cooperation 

among the member countries as a 

must to fight the pandemic and 

to ensure easy access to vaccines. 

FM emphasized the need for 

enhanced cooperation to increase 

the connectivity among member 

states and to deal with the 

impacts of Climate change.

Regional

15/01 Sixth Meeting 

of the Nepal-

India Joint 

Commission

Bilateral 

Consulting 

Mechanism

Wide ranged aspects of Nepal-

India Relations; COVID-19 

vaccine, boundary and border 

management, connectivity and 

economic cooperation, trade and 

transit, power and water 

resources, review of Peace and 

Friendship Treaty of 1950, and 

submission of the report of the 

Eminent Persons Group, among 

others.

Bilateral
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Summary 

The month of Magh carried over some issues from the previous months and had some 

new ones. In regards to the pandemic, the country saw a light in a dark tunnel, as 

vaccines started rolling out and the number of cases significantly decreased. While 

experts have still warned about the risk of the virus not subsiding, there seems to be 

decreased stress among the citizens, as activities approach normality. While there was a 

positive side to the pandemic, in terms of abuse and rape, the country saw more outrages 

following increased rape cases. In the last three months, Lumbini alone saw over 300 rape 

cases. In Baitadi, a rape and murder case not only increased fear among people, but also 

once again drew attention to the severity of the issue, and the lack of policies and laws in 

place. 

Health and Nutrition 

The month of Magh was an important one in regards to the COVID-19 pandemic, but this 

time with a ray of hope. There were two main events - the launch of the first phase of the 

COVID-19 vaccine drive and multiple days with zero COVID-19 related deaths. According 

to the Ministry of Health, the country needs NPR 48 billion for inoculating 52 percent of 

its population of around 30 million. Public health officials have said that the government 

should not have a financial problem getting the vaccines, as the government can request 

aid agencies and other philanthropic organizations for financial help. On January 27, 

2021, Nepal started vaccinating health and security workers against COVID-19, using 

some of 1 million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccines donated by India. The health 

ministry has prepared a list of 430,000 health personnel who will get their first dose of the 

vaccine. Additionally, Nepal plans to buy 4 million of the Covshield vaccines in the second 

phase of the inoculation drive. 

However, in the 10-day campaign to inoculate frontline workers, on average 43,000 had 

to be vaccinated in a day but only 17,000 were inoculated. Experts say that the main 

reason many health workers are reluctant to be inoculated seems to be the lack of proper 

communication. With the second phase of the vaccination for people above 60 soon, 

intensive awareness drive for the success of the program is very crucial. 

Along with the vaccination drives, Nepal has seen a significant decrease in the number of 

cases of COVID-19 per day as well as the total active cases. Similarly, the number of 

COVID-19 deaths has also decreased, recording a couple of days with zero covid-19 

related deaths. On Jan 28, 179 days after the country had last reported zero COVID-19 

related deaths, Nepal recorded another day of zero covid-19 deaths. However, experts 
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continue to stress the fact zero deaths do not mean less risk. Dr. Baburam Marasini, a 

former director at the Epidemiology and Disease Control Division, highlighted that 

“despite the decline in testing, over 200 people are testing positive every day. This shows 

that the risk of infection hasn’t declined.” 

Human Security 

Over the last couple of months, there have been outrages surrounding the issues of rape 

and sexual abuse. The month of Magh brought light to the issue one more time. At the 

beginning of the month, a minor was raped in Rupandehi district by a 28-year old male 

who has been arrested for the crime. The month of Magh ended with another case of 

rape and murder that shook the entire nation. A 17-year-old girl in Baitadi was found 

dead after she went to school and never returned. The family of the victim fears that the 

crime against the teenage girl will go unsolved, and the culprits will be unpunished. While 

there is undergoing investigation to find the culprits, the incident once again gave rise to 

nationwide protests demanding better laws and policies against the rapists to ensure 

justice for the victims. 

While the cases of rape and abuse on women are ever-increasing, there have not been 

any improvements on the policy and governance side to improve the matter. On the 

other hand, the government put forward a new rule on foreign travel for women under 40. 

According to the new proposed rule, women under the age of 40 would have to produce 

consent from the family and permission from the ward office to travel abroad. The rule 

was proposed in order to “reduce human trafficking.” This gained a lot of criticism on 

social media as people called it a regressive move, depriving women of their agency and 

limiting their right to free movement. 

Education and Skills Development 

After months of online learning and remote school, with permission from the local 

government, schools in Nepal have started reopening with strict health safety measures 

like maintaining social distancing, conducting classes in two shifts and making masks 

compulsory. However, parents are apprehensive about sending children to school after 

nine months, unsure about the protocols in place. In Humla, 32 students of a school 

tested positive for COVID-19 in November last year after the school decided to resume 

classes, which led to authorities closing all educational institutions in the district, and 

contributed to the delay in the government's decisions to reopen schools. 
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