
NNMiR Poush 2077 BS (Dec 2020-Jan 2021)

 

1

Nepal Month in 
Review (NNMiR)

NNMiRPoush 2077 BS (Dec 2020 - Jan 2021) | Year 1, Issue 9

 Issues of the Month 
 Dissolution of House of Representatives 
 Intraparty conflict within the NCP 
 COVID-19 Vaccine Procurement 
 Renewed form of Poverty Alleviation Fund



NNMiR Poush 2077 BS (Dec 2020-Jan 2021)

2

ABOUT NEPAL INSTITUTE FOR POLICY RESEARCH 

Nepal Institute for Policy Research 
(NIPoRe) is an independent and non-
p a r t i s a n t h i n k - t a n k b a s e d i n 
Kathmandu, Nepal. It aims to generate 
evidence-based debates among 
citizens and key stakeholders in both 
the public and private sectors on contemporary policy issues from Nepal and 
Asia. Our team members represent the diversity of academic disciplines, 
professional backgrounds, and geography. We adopt a multi-disciplinary 
approach in our research and analysis of policies, supported by researchers 
trained at universities and professional environments (from) across the globe. 

The NIPoRe Nepal Month in Review (NNMiR) is a monthly flagship publication of 
the Nepal Institute for Policy Research (NIPoRe). It reviews major local and 
global developments in NIPoRe’s thematic focus areas on a monthly-basis to 
aware and inform the key stakeholders in Nepal and outside on related policy 
issues. 

CONTRIBUTORS 
The current issue of NNMiR was prepared by a team of researchers namely Ms. 
Anusha Basnet (Economy), Ms. Anushruti Adhikari (Governance), Mr. Dhiroj 
Prasad Koirala (Environment and Sustainability), Ms. Prachi Adhikari (Human 
Development), and Mr. Santosh Sharma Poudel (Foreign and Security Affairs) 

SUGGESTED CITATION 
Nepal Institute for Policy Research. Jan 2021. NIPoRe Nepal Month in Review: 
Poush 2077 BS (Dec 2020 - Jan 2021). Year 1, Issue 9. Kathmandu. Nepal 

DISCLAIMER 
All the details used in NNMiR were correct at the time of publishing this 
document. The opinions or views expressed in the document are those of the 
contributors and neither reflect the opinions of nor the position of the NIPoRe. 

Copyright © 2021 
Nepal Institute for Policy Research (NIPoRe) 
GPO Box 8975 NPC 2273, Kathmandu, Nepal 

For inquiries and suggestions, 
Email: publications@nipore.org 

The cover photo is sourced from the Wikimedia Commons 

mailto:publications@nipore.org


NNMiR Poush 2077 BS (Dec 2020-Jan 2021)

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ECONOMY            
 Summary          5 
 Fiscal Sector          5 
 Monetary Sector         5 
 External Sector         5 
 Capital Market         6 
 Key Events          6 

GOVERNANCE           
 Summary          9 
 Policies, Rules and Guidelines       9 
 Bureaucratic and Political Institutions and Leadership    10 
 Provincial and Local Governments      11 
 Political Parties and Civil Society       11 
 Key Events          12 

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY        
 Summary          14 
 Relevant Global Updates        14 
 Foreign Assistance to Nepal       14 
 Sustainable Economy and Infrastructure Development   15 
 Natural Resources and Energy       15 

FOREIGN AND SECURITY AFFAIRS 
 Summary          18 
 National Issues         18 
 Multilateralism and Aid        19 
 Regional Issues         19 
 Global Watch         19 
 Ambassadorial Watch        20 
 Key Events          20 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 Summary          23 
 Poverty and Inequality        23 
 Health and Nutrition        24 
 Human Security         24 
 Key Events          24 
  
Reference           26 

3



NNMiR Poush 2077 BS (Dec 2020-Jan 2021)

 

 

4

ECONOMY
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Summary 

The government and Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) have continued with their plans to revive 

the economy affected by COVID-19. The paddy harvest for this year increased by 1.28 

percent in comparison to last year. While overall imports have decreased, food imports 

have shown an increase. Gold prices and stock prices have seen fluctuations throughout 

the month. 

Fiscal Sector 

1. The fiscal budget remained at a deficit of Rs. 10.23 billion in comparison to a surplus 

of Rs. 65.92 billion in the corresponding period last year. 

2. The total expenditure of the federal government was Rs. 250.41 billion. 

3. The total revenue collection for the month was Rs. 240.15 billion. 

4. The provincial government used Rs. 40.90 billion- Rs. 29.90 billion was transferred by 

the federal government as grants and revenue from divisible funds to the provincial 

governments and Rs. 10.99 billion was collected by the provincial governments 

through revenue and other receipts. 

Monetary Sector 

1. The overall inflation rate stood at 4.05 percent on a y-o-y basis.  

2. he food and beverage inflation rate stood at 5.73 percent. 

3. The non-food and service inflation rate stood at 2.75 percent. 

4. The broad money supply expanded by 6.4 percent in comparison to the growth of 3.1 

percent in the corresponding period last year. 

External Sector 

1. The merchandise export increased 10.8 percent and merchandise import decreased 

10.6 percent in the review period (first four months of fiscal year 2020/21). 

2. The total trade deficit narrowed down 12.5 percent to Rs. 362.29 billion in the review 

period. 
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3. The remittance inflow stood at Rs. 337.72 billion in the review period. This was an 

increase by 11.2 percent. 

4. The Balance of Payments registered a surplus of Rs. 110.65 billion in the review 

period. 

Capital Market 

1. The NEPSE index stood at 2056.54 at the start of the month and 2287.92 at the end of 

the month. The stock market showed some fluctuations throughout the month- the 

NEPSE index dropped to 1944.63 on 21 December after which it climbed back. 

Key Events 

1. The revolving funds created under the Poverty Alleviation Fund has been planned to 

be turned into 600 cooperatives across the country. The government has taken the 

decision in order to mobilise a total of Rs 19 billion that has been collected. The 

proposal has yet to be approved by the cabinet. 

2. Although the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, and Supplies issued a notice allowing 

foreign direct investment into the agricultural sector, the stakeholders have objected 

to the move by the government. The government’s move would allow FDI in livestock 

farming, fisheries, bee farming, vegetables and food farming, oil, pulses, and dairy 

industry. Dairy Industry Association (DIA), Nepal Dairy Association (NDA), Fisheries 

Association Nepal, Central Dairy Cooperative Association Nepal, and Federation of 

Livestock Cooperative organized a joint press conference to voice their objection. 

3. 10 development banks and finance companies have been integrated into the Real 

Time Gross Settlement System (RTGS). Till now, only commercial banks had been 

associated with the system. 

4. The World Bank has projected that Nepal’s economy will grow only by 0.6 percent in 

the current fiscal year. 

5. While the rate of overall imports has slowed down, the rate of food imports has 

increased to Rs. 13.57 billion in the first four months of the current fiscal year. 

6. The month of Poush saw a lot of fluctuations in the price of gold- the price of gold 

increased at the start of the week on Monday and decreased by the end of the week 

on Thursday for every week of the month. At one point, the price of gold increased by 

upto Rs. Twenty five hundred per tola. 
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7. The government’s Business Continuity Credit Plan has not seen much takers. Under 

the plan, the businesses can borrow money to pay their employees. The borrowers will 

have to pay 5 percent interest in the first year and 6 percent in the second year. 

8. This year’s paddy harvest has amounted to 5.62 million tonnes which is an increase by 

1.28 percent in comparison to last year. This marks the fourth year that Nepal has seen 

an increase in paddy production. 

9. NRB has started asking for clarifications from the banks which have been accused of 

putting pressure on borrowers. The banks have been publishing details of the 

borrowers in the media and issuing notices to pressure the borrowers. 
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Summary 

The country braces for another election after the dissolution of the House of 

Representatives in early Poush. Protests were declared and petitions were filed against 

the technically unconstitutional HoR dissolution. Conflict in the ruling party, Nepal 

Communist Party (NCP) has created ripple effects throughout other parties, local 

government and citizens. Citizens celebrated the 299th Prithvi Jayanti on Poush 27. 

Government is on its way towards mass digitization of public asset records. 

Policies, Rules and Guidelines 

1. Earlier this month, President Bidhya Devi Bhandari approved the dissolution of the 

House of Representatives, as recommended by Prime Minister KP Oli after an 

emergency Cabinet meeting held at the Prime Minister’s residence. This was followed 

by the approval of holding general elections on April 30 and May 10 of 2021, which 

was recommended by the Cabinet. However, the dissolution has technically been 

regarded as unconstitutional, as a result of which the Supreme Court has demanded 

written clarification regarding the decision. 

2. A new curriculum is to be implemented for grade 11 and 12 from here on, after the 

Supreme Court rejected the writ petition for blocking the implementation of the new 

curriculum. The petition was filed against Curriculum Development Center, Pokhara, 

Mid Western, Far Western, Purbanchal, Kathmandu and Agriculture and Forestry 

universities. 

3. Landless Squatters’ Problems Resolution Commission will be distributing land 

ownership certificates to landless squatters with the mission to turn them into land 

owners. The distribution will begin from 14 local levels of Nawalparasi in the first 

phase. 

4. The Department of Foreign Employment has initiated online foreign employment 

contract renewal service for foreign employees whose contract is nearing an end. 

Foreign employees who have already provided their retinal or fingerprint scan can now 

apply for the renewal without having to return to Nepal. Likewise, it has also advised 

foreign employees to not pay manpower companies in advance in search of 

employment, as they might be tricking employees with fake news of declining 

demand. Instead, the department has decided to produce a list of valid manpower 

organizations that will work efficiently. 
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5. The hearing of a 12 writ petition filed against the dissolution of the House of 

Representatives is currently running since early Poush. Due to accusations of conflict of 

interest, Supreme Court Justice Hari Krishna Karki has been removed to be replaced 

by Sapana Pradhan Malla in the five-member constitutional bench that will be 

conducting the hearing. The bench has been formed under Chief Justice Cholendra 

SJB Rana. 

6. Under the Ministry of Finance, the Finance Comptroller General Office has initiated 

mass government property data digitization. Digitization of public properties inside 

government offices can be beneficial in reducing misuse of resources and proper 

resource management. The Public Asset Management System or PAMS, developed for 

this same purpose has already been implemented in local, provincial and government 

level offices under which properties are recorded, reported and summarized. 

Bureaucratic and Political Institutions and Leadership 

The intra-party conflict in the ruling party, Nepal Community Party (NCP) and its ripple 

effects reached a tipping point in early Poush. The two chairmans of NCP, Prime Minister 

KP Oli and Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s increasing disputes led to a number of urgent 

and private meetings and conclusions while inducing cancellations of many other 

meetings of national concern. As a result, the Prime Minister recommended dissolving the 

House of Representatives, which was approved by the President on the 5th of Poush. 

This led to NCP’s calls for disciplinary actions against the Prime Minister and the unofficial 

separation of the ruling party. A number of no-confidence motions in favour of Dahal and 

against the Prime Minister were registered. Senior party leader Madhav Kumar Nepal was 

selected as the party’s new chair while Dahal has been elected as the parliamentary party 

leader. Such increasing conflicts have created an impact among all levels of the 

government, with many officials siding with either the Dahal-Nepal faction or Oli faction. 

Provincial politics has led to the sacking of a number of ministers like Indra Angbo and 

Sherdhan Rai from Province 1. The Oli faction took action against three ministers 

including Bhim Rawal. More than 10 ministers have already resigned, some en masse. 

Deputy Prime Minister Ishwor Pokhrel and Minister Padma Aryal were shown black flags in 

Syangja and Sarlahi. Claim for party’s name and logo has continued to create disputes. 

The Prime Minister has also been challenged in court for introducing new members in the 

cabinet after the House of Representatives had been dissolved. 
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The legitimacy of NCP is being watched and communicated by the Election Commission, 

while requests to stop the election preparation has been overlooked. As a result, Nepal 

Police has also formed a central election preparation and coordination committee. 

Amended NCP policy has also been registered in EC by the Oli faction. 

In the final days of Poush, the Prime Minister’s interview was taken by the Chief Editor of 

Zee News Channel, Sudhir Chaudhary, on various topics regarding Nepal’s diplomatic 

relations with India and China. 

Commission for Investigation of Abuse of Authority has requested the government to 

fight corruption in its 16 point suggestion mentioned in its Annual Report (2019-20). It has 

highlighted the need to adjust civil servant’s payment according to inflation to prevent 

bribery, include subjects of good governance in schools, legal provisions for disclosing 

property details of public office holders among others. 

Provincial and Local Governments 

The odd-even transport rule, implemented in order to minimize the flow of people to 

reduce Covid spread in the nation has been lifted since early Poush. The rule had been 

implemented inside Kathmandu Valley. The rule had been implemented since the first 

lockdown in late March 2020. 

Following the decision to dissolve the House of Representatives, security around the 

Capital city has been elevated. 

Political Parties and Civil Society 

This month saw a range of protests against the dissolution of the House of 

Representatives from citizens and political parties. 

The banned Netra Bikram Chand-led Communist Party (CPN)’s leader Dharmendra 

Bastola was arrested, while explosives that belonged to the same party had been 

discovered mid-month. CPN has also announced its strategic alliance with three other 

fringe-left parties against the recent actions taken by the Prime Minister. Janata 

Samajwadi Party and the CPN-UML party had also announced their unity mid-month. 

Around the end of Poush, Bibeksheel Sajha Party formed a political dialogue committee 

in order to discuss possibilities of merger, unity and collaboration with various parties. 

According to the latest report published by the Henry Passport Index, Nepal’s Passport 

ranks 104th among 110 countries, making it one of the world’s weakest passport. 
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Key Events 

1. Nepal has restricted travel to and from the UK since mid-month in order to control the 

spread of new strain of Coronavirus. Several countries have been taking precautions to 

fight the new strain that has been said to be comparatively more contagious. 

Therefore, passengers coming or transiting through the UK will not be allowed to 

arrive in Nepal. Following this, the government is also drafting strategies to bring 

home the Nepali people stuck in the UK, who are in danger of being infected with 

Covid. 

2. The Prime Minister addressed the upper house of federal parliament (Winter Session) 

for the first time after the dissolution of the House of Representatives in late Poush, 

where his recent recommendations on dissolution, encroachment of Nepali territories 

and the split of the ruling party were discussed. 

3. The 299th Prithvi Jayanti was celebrated on Poush 27 by citizens of the country, the 

army and various political parties. Prithvi Narayan Shah Research Centre was 

inaugurated by the Chief of Army, to research upon the works of the late King. 
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Summary 

In a virtual summit, prime ministers from India and Bangladesh discussed regional 

cooperation in Nepali energy sector. The Government of Nepal and the World Bank 

signed an agreement for the implementation of a project worth 80 million dollars which 

targets agriculture and rural entrepreneurship. Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) received 

permission to import additional 15 MW of electricity from Tanakpur, India. Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) agreed to lend 156 million dollars for Nepal’s electric grid 

modernization program. The construction of Dana - Khurkot transmission line has been 

completed for the connection of electricity generated from various hydropower projects 

in the Kaligandaki river downstream area.  The Ministry of Energy, Water Resources and 

Irrigation has published the “National Water Resources Policy- 2077”. 

Relevant Global Updates 

In a virtual summit, Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, and Bangladeshi Prime 

Minister, Sheikh Hasina, discussed the issue of sub-regional cooperation in the energy 

sector of Nepal as a priority issue. The agreement between them states, “Strengthened 

sub-regional cooperation with Nepal and Bhutan in line with the commitment of both 

countries to move forward in the field of green, clean and renewable energy”. 

Foreign Assistance to Nepal 

The Government of Nepal and the World Bank signed an agreement for the 

implementation of a project worth 80 million dollar. The World Bank said that the project 

is named “Rural Enterprise and Economic Development” and is aimed at helping for the 

recovery of COVID battered Nepalese economy by promoting market access to rural 

agricultural products and rural entrepreneurship. 

NEA received permission to import additional 15 MW of electricity from Tanakpur, India. 

The Central Electricity Authority (CEA), India, gave permission for trade amounting total 

up to 85 MW, earlier it was 70 MW. The unit price of electricity is INR. 4.14 (NRS. 6.62). As 

per the Mahakali Treaty, Nepal has been getting 70 million units of electricity from 

Tanakpur free of cost annually, while the rest at a commercial price. 

ADB agreed to lend Rs.18.25 billion (156 million dollar) for Nepal’s electric grid 

modernization program. The remaining cost for the program (~ Rs. 4.46 billion (~39 

million dollar)) will be invested jointly by NEA and the Government of Nepal (GoN). 
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Sustainable Economy and Infrastructure Development 

A team of experts from the National Reconstruction Authority and the National Risk 

Reduction and Management Authority recommended relocation of two endangered 

settlements of Jugal rural-municipality. The team conducted on-site geological study of 

four risky settlements in Jugal as landslides in Lidi village alone killed 39 people last July 

and August. 

Natural Resources and Energy 

The Prime Minister’s office sought an explanation from the NEA about the increased 

power outages. NEA’s new executive director, chief of distribution network, and heads of 

all distribution centers of Kathmandu valley were called for the information regarding the 

condition of power supply. NEA says that the PM's office has been informed about the 

steps taken to address the growing complaints and statistics of irregular power cuts this 

year. Additionally, NEA has informed about the problem of tripping, and it has been 

reduced due to the steps taken. 

NEA has requested free frequency from the GoN for the use of smart meters. There has 

been a demand for radio frequency of 395 to 400 MHz to transport the data from the 

customer's smart meter to the data center. 

Dana - Khurkot transmission line of the Kaligandaki Corridor has been prepared for the 

connection of electricity generated from various hydropower projects in the Kaligandaki 

river downstream area to the national transmission line. The project is two years behind 

the operation schedule, which has been in construction since May 2016, and has been 

constructed under the Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) Sasek Power System Expansion 

Program. 

The Ministry of Energy, Water Resources and Irrigation has published the “National Water 

Resources Policy- 2077”. The policy has been prepared as per the provision of 

constitution, so as to implement through all three levels of governance. The objective of 

the policy is to facilitate the multifaceted needs of the national water use, to contribute 

for the growth of national production through the multidimensional and equitable 

development of water resources, and to conduct research for conservation, development, 

management and regulation of the water sector. 

The first community forest water treatment company of Nepal, Furketari Aquifer of Hemja, 

Kaski has gained international quality. The company which has been in operation since 

April 2020 is operated fully from the resources of Furketari Community Forest Users 
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Group with an investment of Rs. 20 million. The water produced is currently being 

consumed in Pokhara for now, with the plan for expansion. 
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Summary 

The dissolution of parliament changed the internal political dynamics of Nepal. Nepal’s 

diplomacy focused on vaccine procurement, though it has not signed any agreement yet. 

Biden is certified by the Electoral College as the President-elect of the US, but the event 

was marred by Trump supporters storming the Capitol Hill. 

National Issues 

COVID-19 continues to be a major issue in Nepali foreign policy. The focus though has 

shifted to acquiring vaccines. Nepali government has been talking to Russia, UAE, and 

India for vaccine procurement. Nepal had formed eight committees in early December for 

the purpose. The government has written to several companies for the same, though no 

concrete agreement has been signed yet. Nepal’s Ambassador to India has intensified his 

meeting with vaccine producers such as Serum Institute in India for the same. Vaccine 

procurement was a key agenda on Foreign Minister Pradip Kumar Gyawali’s visit to India 

scheduled for 14-16 January 2021. 

Following Defense Minister Wei Fenghe’s visit in November, the vice-minister of the 

International Department of the Communist Party of China, Guo Yezhou, visited Nepal on 

27 December. The visit came hot on the heels of the dissolution of Nepal's parliament 

and the split of ruling NCP. Many pundits have analyzed the visit as the Chinese attempt 

to understand the ground reality, and exploring the possibility of unifying the split party. 

China has consistently emphasized ‘stability’ in Nepal4, and high-level Chinese visits to 

Nepal have increased significantly since 2018. 

Nepal has moved forward with signing labor agreements (on a G2G model) with five more 

countries. They include Portugal, Poland, Romania, Turkey, and Seychelles- the former 

three are EU member countries. As of now, Nepal has signed such agreements with nine 

countries from Middle-East and East Asia. This could expand the opportunities for Nepali 

seeking jobs abroad. 

Meanwhile, the dissolution of parliament by PM Oli on 20 December 2020 has changed 

the domestic political scene in Nepal. It led to a split of the Nepal Communist Party (NCP) 

resulting in the factions led by PM Oli and Chairman Prachanda. Both have accused each 

other of acting at the behest of India. New Delhi’s muted response indicates tacit support 

of the move. 
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Multilateralism and Aid 

On 21 December, Nepal and the World Bank signed a USD 80 million project to bolster 

Nepal’s agriculture sector by strengthening rural market linkages and promoting 

entrepreneurship. This is an attempt to create jobs to support post-COVID-19 recovery. 

On 26 December, Nepali Army Peacekeepers in the Central African Republic helped save 

Bambari from falling into the rebels’ hands8. This comes hot on the heels of an important 

role of NA peacekeepers in Sudan where they prevented a communal riot in November. 

Nepal’s contribution to peacekeeping and world peace has been exemplified by these 

events. 

Regional Issues 

Former Indian President Pranab Mukherjee’s memoir created a stir in Nepal. He claimed 

that then Nepali King Tribhuvan Shah offered that Nepal be made a part of India, which 

former Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru rejected. President Mukherjee provides no 

evidence of the claim. 

Meanwhile, China has shown concerns about political development in Nepal. China sent 

a delegation led by Vice-Minister Fenghe. Beijing insisted that it does not intervene in the 

domestic affairs of foreign countries, but expressed hope for political stability. The visiting 

delegation also invited Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba to visit China. 

Several Chinese scholars have argued that China has legitimate reasons to be concerned 

because China has huge investment and deep cooperation in Nepal. 

A report published by ActionAid International and the Climate Action Network South Asia 

estimates that 62 million people from South Asia will be forced to migrate from their 

homes by 2050 due to climate disasters, tripling the numbers from 2020. However, if the 

Paris Agreement targets are met, the number could reduce to 35 million. For Nepal, the 

estimated numbers are 340,000 and 550,000 if the Paris Agreement goals are met and 

pledged actions are taken respectively. 

Global Watch 

The US Electoral College confirmed Joseph Biden as the president-elect despite 

objections by some Republican leaders. However, the day was marred by President 

Trump-supporting mob which stormed Capitol Hill. It captivated the interest of the world. 

Many leaders around the globe were horrified at the scene of white supremacists 

ransacking the building egged on by the leader of the free world. 
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President Trump was criticized by the democrats and some republican politicians. Social 

media companies such as Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube blocked the President in an 

unprecedented move for inciting violence through their platform. Social media are not 

blameless in accentuating partisanship as they have provided forums for extremists  and 

‘echo chamber’, and their algorithm encourages and promotes extreme views. 

Furthermore, their policies are not very clear and are not applied consistently. Given the 

volume of content posted on these social media, it is hardly practicable to expect them to 

police the content in real-time. Finally, the blocking of the President of the US, arguably 

the most powerful person on the face of the earth, sets a dangerous precedent. If this 

could happen to him, what chance do other users have? This could have a chilling effect 

on free speech. It shows the enormous power of these companies too, and the urgency of 

the need to ‘regulate’ the social media company. 

Ambassadorial Watch 

Some media had reported that the government was planning to recall the ambassadors 

after the dissolution of the parliament. However, the government has denied the report. 

No ambassadors have been recalled yet. 

Key Events 

Date Countries involved Official 

involved

Issue Mechan

ism

13/01 Nepal-Poland Bilateral 

Consulting 

Mechanism

Economic partnerships including 

bilateral trade, investment, 

technology transfer, and tourism 

sectors; people to people 

contacts, cultural and educational 

cooperation; cooperation at 

regional and multilateral levels on 

common agendas such as SDGs, 

climate change, UN 

peacekeeping, and disarmament

Bilateral
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Source: MOFA Press Releases (selected press releases only) 

12/01 Nepal-India Foreign 

Minister

FM to visit India from 14-16 

January for the Sixth Meeting of 

Nepal-India Joint Commission: 

trade, transit, energy, boundary, 

COVID-19 cooperation, 

infrastructure, connectivity, 

investment, agriculture, tourism, 

culture, among others to be 

discussed

Bilateral

11/01 National MoFA Clarification that the media 

reports on recalling ambassadors 

are baseless

National

06/01 Nepal- 

Middle East

GoN Welcomed the normalization of 

relations between Qatar and 

Saudi Arabia

Global, 

Multinational

22/12 National PM (Address 

delivered on 

21/01)

Announced the dissolution of 

House of Representatives; 

elections in April and May;

National

16/12 Nepal - UN Foreign 

Minister 

(Remarks at 

the launching 

ceremony of 

HDR)

Nepal’s support for Paris 

Agreement and the call to limit 

global warming to 1.5 degrees; 

committed to hosting the 

Sagarmatha Sambad when the 

COVID-19 situation becomes 

normal

Multilateral
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Summary 

While the number of cases of coronavirus has significantly decreased in Nepal, with a lack 

of precautionary measures from both the government and the citizens, the risk of 

transmission still remains at an all-time high, followed by warnings from experts regarding 

another wave. The government gave permission for the reopening of schools at the end 

of the month. As the pandemic gets pushed to the side and people seek “normalcy” 

various issues in human development have emerged during the month of Poush. 

Sugarcane farmers took the streets to protest to help them recover their due payments 

from sugar mills. 

Poverty and Inequality 

In early December, sugarcane farmers from Sarlahi started a protest in Kathmandu asking 

the government to help them recover their due payments from sugar mills (Refer to 

governance section from earlier month for full details). As the duration of the protests 

increased, the Nepal Human Rights Commission urged the Sugarmill owners to 

immediately pay the outstanding dues. The commission urged the government and sugar 

mills to effectively abide by the law that is provisioned to protect the rights of farmers, 

and implement the agreement formed between farmers and mill owners. The United 

Nations’ Guiding Principle on Business and Human Rights, 2011 states that it is the 

responsibility of the business sector to protect and honor human rights, and therefore, it 

is also the responsibility of the private sector to handle this issue with seriousness. Along 

with calling for action against the sugar mill owners who have not been abiding by the 

government decisions, and not clearing the dues of sugarcane farmers, the commission 

has requested the local administration and the government to make arrangements for 

immediate payment to farmers. 

On a more positive note, progress has been made in various districts to move towards 

demolishing the practice of Chhaupadi. Chhaupadi is a tradition where menstruating 

women and those in their postpartum period are forced to live in seclusion because they 

are deemed impure. Women following the practice usually live in small huts or sheds. 

Local authorities in Achham have intensified their anti-Chhaupadi drive, where the chief 

district officer and the chiefs of security agencies have started visiting remote villages 

every Saturday to destroy chhau sheds and raise awareness of the inhumane practice. 

Similarly, Karnali has prepared a working guideline to bring into practice the already 

established project to end Chhaupadi. 
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Health and Nutrition 

Nepal, in the month of Poush, saw a significant decrease in the number of coronavirus 

cases, however, the risk is still as significant as ever. From conducting around 15000 tests 

per day, PCR tests around the country have significantly decreased to around 5000 per 

day, in which a significant proportion is tests of healthy individuals, mostly youths who are 

seeking to travel overseas. Health officials have pointed out that the Ministry of Health 

and Population has been incorporating the test results of these healthy people in its daily 

COVID-19 briefing to give a false sense of declining infection rate. 

Along with a decreasing number of tests being conducted, and relaxation of containment 

measures, the resurgence of coronavirus cases is expected to start in the country in the 

next three weeks. Officials have stated that the wave of infections is inevitable as most 

people have stopped following safety measures and protests have surged all over the 

country. In addition to increasing concerns of the pandemic, the number of people 

visiting hospitals with respiratory problems increased this month, as Kathmandu recorded 

the worst air quality in the world. Adverse effects of air pollution are also seen in 

COVID-19 patients, causing severity in their symptoms. 

Human Security 

The uncertainty around the transitional justice law carries on to the month of Poush. While 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Pradeep Gyawali has made several commitments to providing 

victims with justice in various national and international forums, those commitments have 

not been translated into actions. As Minister Gyawali yet again says amendment to 

transitional justice law ‘soon’ without presenting a firm date, conflict victims and experts 

doubt the amendment will be presented before the Parliament anytime in the near future. 

Key Events 

1. Schools have started resuming in Province 1 with safety measures in place. Plans to 

reopen schools from early Chaitra have been formed. 

2. Nepal approves AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine for emergency use. 

3. Incidents of sexual assault in Surkhet’s flood-displaced camps go unnoticed and 

unchecked 
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