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Summary 

The key government institutions, including the Central Bank, have slowly begun to make 

their serious efforts revive the economy hit hard by the pandemic. Despite the slump in 

the economy, gold imports increased as festival and marriage season started in the 

country. Nepal and India have agreed to amend the bilateral treaties between the two 

countries. 

Fiscal Sector 

1. The fiscal budget remained at a surplus of Rs. 316.8 million in comparison to a surplus 

of Rs. 46.38 billion in the corresponding period last year. 

2. The total expenditure of the federal government was Rs. 176.99 billion. 

3. The total revenue collection for the month was Rs. 172.36 billion. 

4. The provincial government used Rs. 27.38 billion - Rs. 18.44 billion was transferred by 

the federal government as grants and revenue from divisible funds to the provincial 

governments and Rs. 8.95 billion was collected by the provincial governments through 

revenue and other receipts. 

Monetary Sector 

1. The overall inflation rate stood at 3.79 percent on a y-o-y basis. 

2. The food and beverage inflation rate stood at 5.50 percent. 

3. The non-food and service inflation rate stood at 2.46 percent. 

4. The broad money supply expanded by 5.6 percent in comparison to the growth of 3.2 

percent in the corresponding period last year. 

External Sector 

1. The merchandise export increased 14.3 percent and merchandise import decreased 

12.7 percent in the review period (first three months of fiscal year 2020/21) 

2. The total trade deficit narrowed down 15.1 percent to Rs. 261.22 billion in the review 

period. 
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3. The remittance inflow stood at Rs. 258.86 billion in the review period. This was an 

increase by 12.6 percent. 

4. The Balance of Payments registered a surplus of Rs. 101.09 billion in the review 

period. 

Capital Market 

1. The NEPSE index stood at 1733.36 at the start of the month and 2067.10 at the end of 

the month. The stock market showed some fluctuations throughout the month- the 

NEPSE index stood at 2063.03 on 3 December and it fell to 1960.49 on 6 December. 

Key Events 

1. A meeting of the Inter-Governmental Committee (IGC) held by the representatives of 

Nepali and Indian government has agreed to amend the bilateral transit treaty 

between the two countries. The aim is to boost trade and connectivity between Nepal 

and India. 

2. Agriculture sector of the country has faced a loss of more than Rs. 12 billion during the 

pandemic according to a survey conducted by the National Planning Commission 

(NPC). Dairy, livestock, egg, meat, grain and flower businesses have all been affected 

by COVID-19. 

3. Rs. 64 billion worth of refinancing has been approved by the Nepal Rastra Bank for the 

purpose of providing aid to the businesses hit by COVID-19. 

4. A follow-up survey conducted by the NRB to understand the impact of the pandemic 

on various sectors of the economy has shown that production and transactions in 

these sectors is at 47.99 percent. 

5. Nepal’s gold import increased by 12 percent in the first quarter compared to the 

import in the same period last fiscal year. Rs 737 million worth of gold was imported 

during this period. The reason for this increase has been the festival of Tihar and the 

weddings. 

6. The added tax dues from the FY 2019/20 have turned into outstanding dues of Rs. 

103.67 billion and the government has been having a hard time collecting the 

amount. 
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Summary 

Nepal has seen a decline in the recent Coronavirus cases, starting from approximately 

1400 cases per day in the beginning of the month to less than a thousand cases per day 

towards the end, primarily due to the reduced number of PCR testing. However, the 

recovery rate of Nepal stands at 94.2 percent, as compared to the rest of the world’s 

recovery rate of 69.3 percent. Increasing conflicts in the ruling party have further widened 

the already existing cracks. 

Policies, Rules and Guidelines 

1. Nepal is now on the track for the Anti-Covid-19 Vaccine race. A total of eight 

companies from India, Russia, China, UK and USA are finishing trials or have already 

started distributing vaccines, for which the Nepal government has sent diplomatic 

notes to these five countries. Vaccine storage is one of the major challenges in the 48-

billion-dollar vaccine procurement process, as all vaccine storage facilities need to be 

upgraded for storing them in the right temperature. The Health Ministry has initiated a 

three-organisation mechanism “COVAX Facility” comprising the World Health 

Organization, Global Vaccine Alliance and Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 

Innovations to bring home the anti-covid vaccines 

2. The government has extended the National Reconstruction Authority or NRA’s project 

tenure by 1 year, effective from December 25, 2020. In this extended time, NRA is 

expected to renovate private houses, Ranipokhari, Dharahara and Singha Durbar. The 

extension has been made under the existing policy of Reconstruction of Earthquake-

affected Structures 2015, according to which the deadline can be extended for one 

more year if the project is not completed within the 5-year plan. 

3. President Bidya Devi Bhandari authenticated an ordinance for a policy against sexual 

violence, under which the provisional changes include replacing the subject “woman 

or girl child” with “person”, clarifying that anyone could be a victim of rape. 

Additionally, according to Law Minister Shiva Maya Tumbahangphe, mediators in the 

incidents of sexual assault are also to be punished from here on. 

4. After much delay, the National ID distribution has begun from Karnali Province’s 

capital Surkhet. This ID is equipped with biometric features to electrically record 

information regarding birth, location, marital status,  and death among others. 

5. Constitutional Council, which is a body responsible for making appointments for 

various commissions, had been inactive since March this year. Led by the Prime 
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Minister, the council is still missing one member (Deputy Speaker) while almost 50 

positions that need to be filled through this council are still vacant. A new ordinance in 

the Council procedure issued by the President Bidya Devi Bhandari states that the 

council can now take decisions in a meeting with just three members present, while 

the previous rule required the presence of at least five members. This new ordinance 

has sparked outrage among various members of the ruling party, Nepal Communist 

Party (NCP). 

Bureaucratic and Political Institutions and Leadership 

The intra-party conflict in the ruling party NCP has disturbed much of the political 

environment this month. Last month, Nepal Communist Party Chairman Pushpa Kamal 

Dahal had accused Prime Minister and the other Chairman of the Party KP Sharma Oli of 

leadership inefficiencies, both as a party leader and Prime Minister, and had demanded 

that he make “sacrifices'', indicating that he should quit one or both of his positions. 

Dahal’s political document presented this month has strongly accused Oli of multiple 

inefficiencies, but some have claimed that the document is anti-organizational. Oli, in 

return, has responded to Dahal’s accusations in his own document, point-by-point, stating 

that if evidence for the accusations have been proven, he would resign, but if not, then 

the accuser has to take the responsibility. Dahal did not comply with Oli's request for 

withdrawing his own document. 

General Secretary Bishnu Poudel and Standing Committee Member Subas Nembang, 

both from Oli’s faction party had requested Dahal to form a joint political document, 

which would indicate that the two leaders of the party have the same agenda for taking 

the party forward. Some major party leaders have taken sides between the two and there 

have been cases where leaders of the party do not attend each other’s meeting due to 

dissatisfaction over the other. In the meantime, Oli has also met with Sher Bahadur 

Deuba, leader of the main opposition Nepal Congress, possibly seeking his support. 

Many assume that the ruling party’s and the Prime Minister’s attention towards this conflict 

has been overshadowing other matters of concern like the fight against Covid-19, or 

looking into the burden faced by sugarcane farmers. When Oli called for an all-party 

meeting, other party’s leaders accused Oli for shifting his entire focus in party conflict 

instead of working on proper constitutional implementation. Calls for Oli’s resignations 

are growing, while new the ordinance in the Constitutional Council has been the latest 

matter of debate in the political arena. Even President Bhandari has been accused of 

being involved in the conflict and meeting both the party leaders now and then, even if 

she is holding a non-partisan office. 
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Provincial and Local Governments 

Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) and Department of Roads signed an agreement with the 

purpose to “beautify” Kathmandu Metropolitan city with road lights. These road lights, 

2,000 in total, are to be installed from Tribhuvan International Airport to New Baneshwar, 

Kalanki, Tripureshwor and Kalimati in the first phase. The estimated cost of this project is 

said to be Rs. 170 million. Kathmandu Metropolitan City will be bearing 40% of the cost 

while NEA will be bearing the rest. 

Political Parties and Civil Society 

After two years of official split, Bibeksheel Party and Sajha Party announced their 

unification early December, on the occasion of International Anti-Corruption Day. 

Rabindra Mishra, who was leading the Sajha Party, will stand as the chairperson of the re-

unified party while Milan Pandey, leader of the Bibeksheel Party will be the coordinator of 

the same. Taraju will be the new party’s symbol. 

This month, royalists have staged mass demonstrations in major cities like Kathmandu, 

Pokhara and Butwal, demanding the return of hindu monarchy in response to the lack of 

accountability, corruption and unnecessary intra-party conflicts that have increasingly 

burdened the taxpayers. Youths were comparatively more involved in demonstrations 

than previous ones; their disappointments with the current government has time and 

again been the highlights of many major demonstrations this year. Rastriya Shakti Nepal 

was the group that initiated these mass protests, but they were joined by similar-thinking 

royalists of all age groups. 

Nepali Congress, the opposition party staged massive demonstrations in mid-December, 

in response to the current ruling party NCP’s increasing inefficiencies against fighting 

coronavirus and increased attention towards their own intra-party conflicts. The protests 

were launched in each and every district, while the major leaders addressed the 

protestors from strategic areas. The opposition party has claimed that nearly 1 million 

citizens were part of the protest. The protests were also held in response to the current 

government lagging in preparations to call upon the winter session of federal parliament. 

Sugar Mills have failed to clear dues to the burdened sugarcane farmers, and as a result 

the farmers have taken to the streets, something they did last year as well. But last year an 

agreement between the government and the Sugarcane Farmer Struggle Committee was 

established through which farmers would be able to recover their due payments. 

However, the promise has not been fulfilled. Government price-fixing, lack of schedule 
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wise payment, and collective losses in Sugar Mills have added to the burden of these 

sugarcane farmers. Their protest against the extreme payment delays and false promises 

of the government have sparked interests of a number of political parties and citizens 

across the country. 

Key Events 

1. The government formed an Advertisement Board for the first time to regulate the ad 

market across the media spectrum. Chairman of the Rajdhani Daily Publications 

Mahendra Bahadur Sherchan and journalists Shuva Shankar Kandel, Balaram Thapa, 

Chandra Neupane and Bandana Danuwar have been appointed as the members of 

the Board. 

2. The government is constructing 396 hospitals across the country in an attempt to 

provide quality health services at local level. Worth Rs. 57.95 billion, the hospitals 

under this project will begin operation within two years. Various provinces will have a 

varied number of hospitals, from 86 in Province 1 to 54 in Province 7. 

3. Netra Bikram Chand or “Biplav”-led Maoist Party has been accused of murdering 

Rajendra Shrestha of Miklajung, Morang district early December. Shrestha, 54, was a 

school teacher of the local Saraswoti Basic School. The party had accused Shrestha of 

spying. 

4. Kaman Singh Lama, the central committee member of Nepal Communist Party (NCP) 

died of coronavirus early December. 68 year old Lama had also served as the 

ambassador to South Korea from 2012 to 2016. He succumbed to the virus after 

undergoing treatment for nearly two weeks. 
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Summary 

Joe Biden appointed John Kerry as the special presidential envoy for climate. World 

leaders met virtually, on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the Paris Climate 

Agreement, to talk about action on climate change. Dr. Pema Gyamtsho has been 

appointed as the new director general of the International Center for Integrated Mountain 

development (ICIMOD). The 8th meeting of the Joint Steering Committee and Joint 

Working Group on Nepal-India Cooperation in Power Sector concluded without any 

specific conclusion. Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) acknowledged the problem of 

frequent power outage during this winter. According to NEA, this problem is related to 

the existing distribution and transmission system which is struggling to keep up with the 

increasing electricity demand. As per a press release by the Ministry of Forest and 

Environment, Royal Bengal tiger has been spotted in the highest-ever altitude in Nepal. 

Relevant Global Updates 

The US President-elect Joe Biden appointed John Kerry, Obama’s Secretary of State, as 

his special presidential envoy for climate. This move has bolstered Biden’s commitment to 

fight the global climate crisis. World leaders met virtually on Saturday 12 December 2020 

– the fifth anniversary of the Paris Climate Agreement – to talk about action on climate 

change. The meeting was organized by the UK, UN, France, Chile and Italy. In the 

meeting, different countries announced ambitious plans to support a zero-carbon future. 

For example, our southern neighbor, India, announced a target of 450 GW of renewable 

energy capacity installed by 2030 whereas our northern neighbor, China, offered to cut its 

emissions 65 % by 2030, and expand its forests. 

New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda Arden called climate change “one of the greatest 

challenges of our time.” New Zealand has declared climate change an emergency and 

promised a carbon neutral government by 2025. 

Dr. Pema Gyamtsho has been appointed as the director general of the International 

Center for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD); he is the first director general of 

ICIMOD to hail from within the Hindu Kush region. As the director general, he is expected 

to help address the challenges of the region’s mountain environment and the people. 

Natural Resources and Energy 

The 8th meeting of Joint Steering Committee and Joint Working Group on Nepal-India 

Cooperation in Power Sector concluded without any specific conclusion. The two-day 

meeting could not make any decision on Nepal’s long-time ambition to access Indian 
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market for its surplus energy and Indian investment in Nepal’s hydroelectricity and solar 

power. Thus, the inconclusiveness of this meeting left Nepali side disappointed. Despite 

the delays both countries are inching towards finalizing cross-border electricity sales 

regulatory modality. 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between Kathmandu Metropolitan 

City, Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) and Department of Roads (DOR) for installing 

modern electric street lights. In the first phase of this project, such lights will be installed 

on the roads along the international airport to New Baneshwor, and in the premises of 

Tripureshwor, Kalimati, Kalanki and other areas. 

A plan to install a 10 MW solar plant at the Gautam Buddha International Airport (GBIA) 

has been rolled-out. This plant is proposed to be stationed on the vacant land of GBIA 

through the private sector with the assistance of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) acknowledged the problem of frequent power outage 

during this winter. According to NEA, this problem is related to the existing distribution 

and transmission system which is struggling to keep up with the increasing electricity 

demand. The soaring demand during winter months is not supported by the capacity of 

existing transformers and distribution lines. The transformer breaks down due to 

excessive loads on the distribution system. However, to help cope with this problem, ADB 

has approved a loan of $ 156 million for upgrading the country’s power transmission and 

distribution networks. This loan will be spent to build automated substations across the 

country, modernize the distribution systems, and install smart meters in Kathmandu. 

As per the joint press release by Department of Forest and Soil Conservation, and 

Department of National parks and wildlife conservation, Royal Bengal tiger has been 

spotted in the highest-ever altitude in Nepal. It was seen at an elevation of 3,165 meters 

by a camera trap set up in the forest of Ilam. This species of tiger has been categorized as 

an endangered species. 
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Summary 

The Nepal government released the Foreign Policy 2077 which stated that Nepal will 

follow a ‘balanced’ and ‘independent’ foreign policy. Mangsir saw the visit of the Indian 

Foreign Secretary and Bhartiya Janata Party’s foreign policy honcho to Nepal. The State 

Councilor and Minister of National Defense of the People's Republic of China also visited 

Nepal. Nepal’s foreign policy focused on acquiring COVID-19 vaccination, as well as 

addressing climate change. 

National Issues 

1. Nepal published its foreign policy for FY 2020/21, the first such document for the Oli 

government. The document acknowledges the changing global and regional 

geopolitics. Nepal has practiced ‘balanced’ and independent foreign policy, and aims 

to continue with the principle of ‘amity with all, enmity with none’. The goals and 

policies elucidated in the document are good, but concern remains over the proper 

implementation (for lack of trying or capacity). A report on Nepal’s foreign affairs in the 

preceding year was also published. 

2. Indian foreign secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla made a two-day visit to Nepal on 

26-27 November. He made courtesy calls to the President and the Prime Minister. 

During the visit, he inaugurated three schools in Gorkha and Tare Gumba, and handed 

over 2000 vials of Remdesivir. He stated that Nepal-India relations rested on four 

pillars: development cooperation, stronger connectivity, expanded infrastructure and 

economic projects, and enhanced access to educational opportunities in India. Later, 

on 11 December, Bharatiya Janata Party’s foreign policy honcho Vijay Chauthaiwale 

visited Nepal. The last month saw visits by the Indian army chief and RAW chief. 

3. Chinese State Councillor and Defense Minister Wei Fenghe visited Nepal on 29 

November. He met the President, Prime Minister, and the Chief of Nepal Army. 

4. The visits by Chinese and Indian leaders come at a sensitive time when the ruling 

Nepal Communist Party’s intra-party rift between Prime Minister and Chairman Oli and 

Chairman Prachanda could potentially lead to a split. 

Multilateralism and Aid 

1. Nepal’s efforts in the multilateral arena focused on climate change and acquiring the 

COVID-19 vaccine at the earliest possible time frame. Nepal is one of the most 

vulnerable countries to climate change and hence has been actively participating in 
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efforts to address global climate change. On 12 December, speaking at the World 

Climate Ambition Summit, the UN Secretary-General called on all countries to declare 

‘climate emergency’ and urged the developed countries to surpass the commitment 

to provide the developing countries USD 100 billion a year to address climate change. 

Meeting before the summit, the EU agreed to cut the net greenhouse gas by 55% by 

2030 compared to 1990 levels. 

2. Nepal is also making active efforts to bring the COVID-19 vaccine as soon as possible. 

This comes at a time when two vaccines, developed by Pfizer and Moderna, have 

been already approved by various countries. Nepal is working especially with COVAX 

to achieve the goal. The government has formed various committees to bring a 

vaccine to Nepal. 

3. Multilateral institutions have also intensified efforts to support the development of 

infrastructures in Nepal. ADB has approved USD 150 million in concessional loans to 

Nepal to improve the capacity of the Tribhuvan International Airport and Gautam 

Buddha regional airport. 

4. Meanwhile, the Nepali peacekeepers in South Sudan were appreciated and praised 

for the prompt and successful initiative to avoid an imminent inter-communal clash in 

South Sudan. Tension had flared after a young man was killed in a raid on a cattle 

camp. Nepal is one of the significant contributors to the UN peacekeeping forces. 

Regional Issues 

1. Nepal and China jointly measured the height of Mt. Sagarmatha. The new height of 

the mountain was found to be 8848.86 meters, an increase of 86 centimeters. The 

cooperation on joint measurement came on the backdrop of some controversy over 

the height. In 2005, a Chinese survey indicated the height was 8844 meters, though 

Nepal declined to acknowledge that. The agreement for the joint operation was made 

during President Xi Jinping’s visit to Nepal in 2019. 

2. Similarly, Nepal has stepped up preparation to sign a pact on the Double Tax 

Avoidance Agreement with Malaysia, Singapore, and England during the current fiscal 

year. As for now, Nepal has such an agreement with 11 countries, including India, 

China, and South Korea among others. 
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Global Watch 

1. On 14 December, the electoral college formally elected former Vice-President Joseph 

R Biden as the 46th President of the United States. Institute for Foreign Affairs (IFA) 

and Nepal Institute for Policy Research (NIPoRe) conducted the inaugural Diplomats’ 

Forum discussing the implications of Biden’s foreign policy on South Asia and Nepal. 

This brings the US presidential election to an end, though President Trump is yet to 

concede. 

2. The negotiations between the EU and the UK concerning Brexit continues, though the 

chance of reaching an agreement is increasingly slim with each passing day. The 

transition period ends on 31 December, and the EU and the UK will have to operate 

under WTO rules if they fail to come to any agreement. Fishing, dispute resolving 

mechanism, and rules on fair competition remain the sticking points. 

Ambassadorial Watch 

1. On 3 December, the newly appointed ambassadors of Thailand, Israel, Bangladesh, 

and Myanmar (Vosita Vorasaph, Hanan Goder-Goldberger, Salahuddin Noman 

Chowdhury, and Sein Oo respectively) presented their credentials to President Bidya 

Devi Bhandari. 

Key Events 

Date Countries involved Official 

involved

Issue Mechan

ism

12/12 Climate 

Ambition 

Summit 2020

Prime 

Minister

Nepal’s commitment to submit 

the enhanced Nationally 

Determined Contributions by the 

end of this year and develop an 

ambitious long-term strategy on 

climate change to reach the net 

zero-carbon scenario by 2050

Multilateral
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11/12 Nepal-

Canada

Bilateral 

Consultation 

Mechanism 

(2nd)

Renewed commitment to 

collaborating at various 

multilateral forums towards 

addressing impacts of climate 

change, protecting and 

promoting human rights, and 

supporting multilateralism, UN 

peacekeeping, and rules-based 

trading system

Bilateral

11/12* Nepal-India Mr. Vijay 

Chauthaiwale

, in-charge of 

BJP’s Foreign 

Policy visited 

Nepal

Wide ranged aspects of Nepal-

India Relations

Bilateral

08/12 Nepal-China Height of Mt. 

Sagarmatha

Nepal and China jointly 

announced the height of Mt. 

Sagarmatha to be 8848.86m

Bilateral

06/12* Nepal Foreign 

Minister

Publication of Nepal’s Foreign 

Policy 2077; Annual Report 

2076/77 (published on 5 

December)

National

04/12 UNGA 

Special 

Session

Prime 

Minister

PM underlined the necessity of 

universal access to COVID-19 

vaccines; underscored the 

necessity to align the rebuilding 

efforts with the 2030 Agenda and 

the Paris Agreement

Multilateral

29/11 Nepal-China Visit by State 

Councilor 

and Defense 

Minister Wei 

Fenghe (29)

Fenghe paid a courtesy call to the 

PM and the President; to meet 

General Purna Chandra Thapa

Bilateral
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Source: MOFA Press Releases (selected press releases only); *MOFA Twitter 

26/11 Nepal-India President; 

PM; Foreign 

Minister; 

Foreign 

Secretaries 

(26-27)

Indian FS paid courtesy visits to 

the President, Prime Minister, 

Foreign Minister, and Foreign 

Secretary; reviewed various 

aspects of Nepal-India relations 

covering trade, transit, 

connectivity, infrastructure, 

energy, agriculture, investment, 

culture, people to people 

relations; discussed the boundary 

matters; handed over 2000 vials 

of Remdesivir

Bilateral
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Summary 

Several themes carried over to the month of Mangsir such as the pandemic and 

ineffective management from the government, cases of rape and abuse, and the highly 

affected education system. While numbers of infections are decreasing, experts warn that 

the risk of spread of the virus is still very high, especially with businesses and schools 

reopening and decreased fear among people. This month saw two improvements: a law 

that penalizes mediators in rape cases, and promotion to a medium human development 

index. 

Health and Nutrition 

The month of Mangsir saw an overall decrease in the number of COVID-19 infections, and 

a surge in the recovery rate of those infected. The month began with around 35,000 

active cases and ended with around 10,000 active cases. With the decrease in numbers, 

the government has allowed schools along with public transportations and businesses to 

reopen. However, public health experts have been warning that although authorities have 

given up efforts to contain the spread of the virus, the risk of contracting the virus has not 

declined. Especially with winter here, doctors have warned that the pandemic could get 

worse during the colder months, as conditions that exacerbate other winter-related 

respiratory infections also apply to coronavirus. 

Fear of the virus has not only subsided in Nepal but across the world as well, despite the 

increase in the number of cases. With more promising vaccine results, countries have 

become more optimistic. A vaccine developed by Pfizer/BIoNtech that showed 95% 

effectiveness has been approved for use in the UK. The Moderna vaccine uses the same 

approach as Pfizer and has shown 94.5% effectiveness. Similarly, the AstraZeneca vaccine 

is said to stop 70% of people from developing COVID-19 symptoms and also shows a 

robust immune response in older people. In addition to these three, other vaccine trial 

results are also expected in the coming weeks. As the developed countries enter the next 

phase of the pandemic with vaccines, Nepal may be one of the last countries to get a 

vaccine. The government of Nepal has set up a committee of secretaries of finance, 

home, health, and foreign affairs ministries to study vaccines under development as well 

as procedures to procure them. However, there is no effective strategy to ensure vaccines 

for all as distribution in Nepal comes with the challenge of taking it to poor and remote 

corners of the country. 
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Human Security 

Rape and abuse cases stay on the rise in Nepal. This month there were protests in 

Bardibas following the rape and murder of a six-year-old girl. The minor who had gone 

missing was found dead near her house, as investigations showed that the minor was 

raped and murdered. The local administration imposed a prohibitory order in the area to 

contain the situation, however, locals came out and protested demanding justice for the 

deceased. The police have arrested 25-year old Arun Kumar Shah, the minor’s neighbor 

for his alleged involvement in her death. 

After months of protests and new rape cases getting attention throughout the nation, the 

cabinet approved a new ordinance that will lead to mediators facing jail terms as well. In a 

lot of rape cases, village elders try to mediate between the victim’s and rapists’ families, 

preventing the victim from getting justice. The new law states that those involved in 

mediating the incident through political powers instead of legal procedures will face a 

penalty of Rs 30,000 and a jail term ranging from six months to three years. 

The victims of the decade-long armed conflict are yet in their transitional phase of 

seeking justice. While the victims continue their prolonged wait for justice, the 

commissioners at the Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons and 

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, who are mandated to look into the conflict-era 

human rights cases, are lobbying for an extension of their terms that end in February. 

There are still 2,506 complaints of disappearance and 63,718 cases in the truth 

commission, which is unlikely to be completed without political commitment. The 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed fourteen years ago and had envisioned 

making public information about the disappeared or those killed during the decade-long 

armed conflict within 60 days of the signing of the deal. However, it took an additional 

nine-year to establish the two commissions, and although it’s been over five years since 

the transitional justice commissions were formed, not a single case has been investigated 

so far. 

Education and Skills Development 

After around 8 months of closing down all schools across the country, the Cabinet on 

November 5 endorsed the School Resumption Working Guideline, which allows 

resumption of schools. As schools start reopening, according to the chairperson of 

Guardian’s Federation Nepal, there should be clarity on how safety protocols are to be 

enforced and who will bear the cost for disinfection and ensure availability of masks, 

sanitizers, and hand-washing facilities. The guidelines make it mandatory for all schools to 
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follow safety guidelines prescribed by the government. However, it doesn’t talk about 

deploying health staffers as demanded by guardians and experts. 

Thousands of students sat for their 12-grade examinations this month amid safety 

precautions in the face of the pandemic. The three-hour examinations were reduced by 

half to an hour and a half, and the weightage of the tests was reduced by 60%. The grade 

12 examinations originally scheduled for May were postponed as the country went into a 

lockdown in March as a measure to contain the spread of coronavirus. 

Human Development Report 2020: Key Points for Nepal 

1. Nepal’s Human Development Index reached 0.587 promoting it to the Medium 

Human Development Index. 

2. The COVID-19 pandemic could hit the goal of graduating to developing country 

status by 2024. 

3. While Nepal has met two essential criteria of human resource and economic risk, 

human development inequality between rural and urban areas remain its main 

challenges. 
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