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Summary 

The economic impact of COVID-19 on the economy was seen this month too. The 

pandemic and the subsequent lockdown’s effect on industries such as handicraft 

industries and on the financial sectors are being seen more clearly. 

Capital Market 

1) The NEPSE index stood at 1715.71 on 12 November. 

2) Gold price has been going up this month with it going up by Rs. 1000 per tola on 6 

November. 

Key Events 

1. According to the World Bank, remittance to Nepal is expected to drop to $7.4 billion 

in 2020. It would be a drop of 12 percent from the $8.2 billion sent in 2019. However, 

NRB has rejected the estimation stating that no contraction in the remittance amount 

sent back to Nepal is to be expected. In the first two month of the fiscal year, Rs. 

165.73 billion remittance was sent to the country. 

2. COVID-19 MSME Fund has been launched with the joint effort of One to Watch, Swiss 

Agency for Development and Cooperation, NMB Bank, and Laxmi Bank to support the 

small and medium scale industries affected by the pandemic. The fund is going to 

provide collateral free loans to businesses to help bridge the financing gap that the 

businesses are facing. 

3. andicraft industry has been one of the industries that has been impacted negatively 

due to COVD-19. Due to the lockdown shipment of the older orders has been slower 

whereas newer orders have not been coming in because of the pandemic. The exports 

are expected to drop by 70 percent next year. 

4. In the first quarter of the current fiscal year, the country’s trade deficit shrunk by 15.13 

percent. Due to the pandemic, imports have been shrinking whereas exports have 

been rising. 

5. Due to the lockdown, micro-finance institutions have been struggling to pay their 

loans. According to a survey conducted by the Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB), the 

outstanding loans for these institutes jumped to Rs. 45 billion up from Rs. 6.85 billion. 
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6. As a result of the pandemic, bank deposits and loans have dropped. The pandemic 

has made people and businesses wary of taking loans to expand their ventures which 

has led to this drop. 

7. Approximately NRS 3 billion has been additionally allocated for expenditure purposes 

in the Prime Minister Employment Programme. This budget is being channeled across 

569 local levels. So far, around NRS 6.89 billion has already been allocated this fiscal 

year, from which the government aims to employ around 133 thousand people for at 

least a 100 days. It also aims to channel NRS 3 billion more in the same programme in 

the near future. 

8. The 10% book tax that has been implemented this fiscal year will be discontinued in 

the next. Former Finance Minister Yuvraj Khatiwada had previously announced the 

new 10% custom duty on imported books for the current fiscal year. 

9. NRB has decided to issue ‘Development Bond 2087 Gha’ worth Rs. 20 billion on 4 

November. 
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Summary 

The total number of COVID-19 patients in Nepal crossed the 2,00,000-mark early 

November while the death toll has crossed the 1,000 mark. Various ministers and 

government officials were reported to have returned their Dashain allowances to the 

national covid fund. Local governments have been responding to increasing COVID-19 

cases with localized lockdowns and restrictions, while Kathmandu Metropolitan City has 

banned volunteering groups from providing free meals to those who need it in the Khula 

Manch area. 

Policies, Rules and Guidelines 

1. PCR testing for the Coronavirus has been decreasing in the recent days, a result of 

which the data shows a decreasing trend of the new daily cases. This month saw an 

average of around 3,000 cases per day. Patients on 27 October totalled up to just 570, 

the least number of infections in three months. Testings were reduced during Dashain, 

as a result of which the number of daily new cases took a dip. 21 October saw the 

highest number of COVID-19 patients, 5,743 in a single day while the highest number 

of deaths, which was 30, took place on 4 November. 

2. Majority of government officials reported that they returned their allowances to the 

national COVID-19 fund, including the Prime Minister. 

3. The spokesperson of the Ministry of Health and Population Dr. Jageshwor Gautam has 

claimed that the government has spent a total of Rs. 20 billion to combat COVID-19 in 

the country. 

COVID-19 Expenditure for current fiscal year by Item (Till 12 November 2020) 

Source: Republica Daily, 12 November 2020

Item Expenditure (in Billions)

High Dependency Units 3.25

Hospital Upgrade, ICU equipments 
and Ventilator purchasing 1.29

Contact Tracing, Risk Mitigation 1.14

Testing 1.12

Others 13.38

Total 20.18
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4. The protocol for disposing the bodies of those who have died due to the virus was 

changed earlier this month in response to the rising number of deaths per day. The 

government has now advised the family members of the deceased to dispose of the 

bodies themselves by following strict precautionary measures. Earlier, the District 

COVID Crisis Management Committee was responsible for disposing these bodies 

carefully. 

5. Nepali people have been denied the chance of watching several of their favourite 

international channels since the beginning of Kartik because of the government's 

Clean Feed Policy. Last year the government decided that people should not be 

charged for commercials of the international channels that they have paid for, and 

gave one-year deadline to the channel officials to send a clean, commercial-free 

content from Kartik 2077. Despite the inconveniences faced by these channels, the 

government did not budge on their decision, and blocked all of the channels that did 

not comply with the system. While the debate on whether this policy is good or not 

for the people is still not settled, some channels have complied and sent a clean feed, 

while others have decided not to broadcast their channels altogether. 

Bureaucratic and Political Institutions and Leadership 

1. The newly appointed government spokesperson is now Parbat Gurung, Minister for 

Communication and Information Technology. 

2. Prakash Kumar Shrestha, the Karyakari Nirdeshak of Nepal Rastra Bank has been 

appointed as the economic advisor for the Ministry of Finance. 

3. Former Prime Minister Dr. Baburam Bhattarai has been appointed as chairman of 

Janata Samajbadi Party’s federal council. 

4. Senior Leader of the Nepal Communist Party Bam Dev Gautam can now claim a 

ministerial position, now that the Supreme Court has denied issuing an interim order 

on his nomination as a National Assembly member. 

5. The Ministry of Energy, Water Resources and Irrigation on Monday appointed Hitendra 

Dev Shakya as the acting Managing Director of the Authority. Earlier, Shakya was the 

MD of NEA Engineering Company. NEA has been headless since the retirement of 

MD Kulman Ghising in September. Previously, senior deputy executive director of NEA 

Lekhnath Koirala was appointed as the acting MD by the government. 
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Provincial and Local Governments 

COVID-19 restriction decisions are being handled by local governments across the 

country. Currently, the local responses to COVID-19 vastly differ against one another. 

While one needs a PCR testing to even enter Humla, Lumbini is fully open for anyone to 

visit. Government offices in some of the major districts are closed, some districts have 

imposed lockdowns, while others have proposed to impose lockdown once again after 

the festival of Chhath. 

Almost 300 smart licenses were found in a rice field in Janakpurdham earlier this month. 

The Department of Transport Management has been accused of untimely delivery of 

these licenses and foul play on the people. 

Since the last seven months, various voluntary groups have been serving food to the 

needy in the Khula Manch area in Kathmandu. The Kathmandu Metropolitan city officials 

banned such activities, claiming that it dirtied the city. Few days later, these voluntary 

organizations and the city officials came to an agreement that the open area food 

distribution would be stopped, but that the relief can be provided in other ways like 

distributing in other open areas (party venues) or distributing packaged food only. 

It has been reported that 51 local level governments have still not finalized their budgets 

and annual local level programme which was due in Ashadh. These matters have not 

been settled due to dissatisfaction towards the proposed budget followed by conflicts on 

the same matter among officials. When a budget is presented and approved in Ashadh, 

the authority to collect and spend is given accordingly during Shrawan. However, 

expenditures and revenue collection through tax is still ongoing even if the annual budget 

has not been presented. The Ministry of Federal Affairs and General Administration has 

warned against such inefficiencies and has announced that actions will be taken if the 

expenditures and revenue collection so far has not been properly stated. The Ministry will 

be forced to take this action, since the local levels showed similar kinds of inefficiencies in 

the past year. 

Political Parties and Civil Society 

With cracks widening between the two chairpersons of the Nepal Communist Party, Prime 

Minister KP Sharma Oli and Pushpa Kamal Dahal, it has been mentioned that PM Oli has 

in recent weeks recommended splitting the party. While previous discussions and demand 

for Oli’s resignation from one of his two positions had settled down, the disputes arose 

again triggered by Indian Intelligence Chief’s unofficial visit to Kathmandu for meeting 

10



NNMiR Kartik 2077 BS (Oct-Nov 2020)

with the PM. While Dahal proposed to handle these issues through a Secretariat meeting, 

Oli did not agree with the proposed solution. Oli and Dahal have since held internal 

meetings to find a solution to the problem. The Prime Minister had declared that holding 

any meeting without his consent would be an automatic step towards splitting the party, 

Dahal called the Secretariat Meeting in which he presented documents pointing to the 

cases where Oli had failed to govern. 

Key Events 

1. In an attempt to not increase the crowd during the festival season, the President, 

Prime Minister and Former King decided not to offer Dashain Tika to the citizens. 

Additionally, playing Deusi Bhailo from house to house in the time of Deepawali and 

going to crowded areas during the Chhath festival has also been banned. 

2. Hong Kong has barred Nepal Airlines from operating Kathmandu-Hong Kong flights 

after passengers tested positive for Covid-19 on arrival in Hong Kong. 

3. During mid-October, Assistant Sub Inspector of Police (ASI) Govind BK,in-charge at 

Jugeda Temporary Police Post in Dhangadi Sub-metropolitan City along with 

Constable Ram Bahadur Saud were attacked and killed by smugglers near the Mohana 

River 

4. Ranipokhari was officially inaugurated this month, a project that took 5 years to 

complete starting from 2016. 

5. Shram Adaalat has been established to foresee labour or employment-related legal 

cases. 

6. Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli visited the Sankhuwasabha district in late Kartik, where 

he inspected the Arun III Hydroproject and the construction of road infrastructure at 

Kimathanka border point along the Nepal-China border. During this trip he was 

criticised for not following the health protocol issued by the government itself. 
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Summary 

This month, we saw many crucial developments, especially at the international level. 

Fifteen countries in the Asia Pacific region signed the largest ever trade agreement: 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). Two major economies – Japan 

and South Korea, pledged to achieve carbon neutrality by the mid-century. US President-

elect, Joe Biden, pledged to rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement on his very first day as 

the president of the United States. Lalitpur metropolitan city banned all illegal mining, 

storage and transportation of riverbed materials, until further notice. Finally, Nepal 

Electricity Authority started to face new challenge: lower consumption of generated 

electricity. 

Relevant Global Updates 

Fifteen Asia Pacific nations, ten members of ASEAN and five of their Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) partners – China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand – on 

Sunday 15 November 2020 signed the world’s largest regional free-trade agreement. 

RCEP encompasses nearly a third of the world’s population and equivalent gross domestic 

product. The benefits of the agreement include tariff elimination of at least 92% on traded 

goods among participating countries, as well as stronger provisions to address non-tariff 

measures, and enhancements in areas such as online consumer and personal information 

protection, transparency and paperless trading. However, boosting trade requires more 

energy. Thus, it would be interesting to see whether this trade bloc will embrace more 

renewable energy to fuel their trade ambitions or continue to pollute the environment by 

consuming more of the existing dirty fossil fuels. 

President-elect, Joe Biden, pledged to rejoin the Paris Climate Accord on his very first 

day as the president of the United States. The USA is the only country to leave the 

agreement so far, officially on the 4th of November 2020, three years after President 

Donald Trump promised to do so. But Biden has raised some hope because of his 

aggressive support and pledges for clean energy and climate actions during his election 

campaign. 

New Prime Minister of Japan, Yoshihide Suga, has recently pledged that his country will 

achieve carbon-neutrality by 2050. Japan is the world’s third-largest economy and fifth-

largest emitter of carbon dioxide. Japan had previously made a commitment to reduce 

emissions by 80 percent by 2050 and achieve carbon neutrality in the second half of the 

century. Now, however, it is following the footsteps of the European Union, which vowed 

last year to become carbon neutral by 2050, and China, where President Xi Jinping set a 
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similar target for 2060. Likewise, South Korean President, Moon Jae-in, also pledged his 

country will become carbon neutral by 2050. These are long overdue pledges desired to 

reverse the climate damages. Achieving such targets is a challenging task as it requires 

billions, if not trillion, of dollars of investments on renewable energy, adequate political 

will and hospitable environment for research, innovation and development. 

The 6 November is celebrated as the International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of 

the Environment in War and Armed Conflict, as declared by the UN general assembly on 

5th November 2001. Natural resources have been a cause of conflicts. The UN has some 

partnership programs for management of resources during conflicts, for example EU-UN 

partnership on land and natural resource conflict, Global research program on post-

conflict peace building and natural resources, and UN partnership on women and natural 

resources in peace-building settings. 

Dalai Lama in his recent book, “Our only home: A climatic Appeal to the world” appealed 

to his followers, and the world to tackle the climate crisis as a common responsibility. Co- 

written with German environmental journalist Franz Alt, Dalai Lama praises young climate 

strikers for being a leader in calling for a solution to a global problem. 

Foreign Assistance to Nepal 

Green Climate Fund (GFC) on 11 November 2020, listed National Trust for Nature 

Conservation (NTNC), Nepal as one among the four new Accredited Entities (AE). AEs are 

partners of GFC in channeling resources to climate projects in the developing world. As of 

13 November 2020, there are as many as 103 AEs and 62 direct access entities. 

Climate Change and Sustainable Communities 

Pollution in Delhi is much higher this year as compared to last year's festive season and 

other years too. The burst of fire crackers and more stubble burning are the reasons, 

according to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), India. As a close neighbor, the 

particulate matter travels to Nepal too, and it might cause health and environmental 

problems to us. Our government and pertinent institutions should be aware of such facts. 

Lalitpur metropolitan city banned all illegal mining of reverbed materials effective from 20 

October 2020 until any further notice. The metropolitan city also banned the storage and 

transportation of such illegally extracted resources. However, such policies are unable to 

produce the desired fruit unless effective and good-faith monitoring is enforced. 
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Natural Resources and Energy 

Krishna Prasad Dhakal, Ambassador of Nepal to UAE, has been appointed as a 

permanent representative to the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA); he is 

the first Nepali citizen to hold this key position. There are 161 countries as a member of 

IRENA. During its 10th Annual summit last year, UAE provided an amount of one arab and 

fourteen crore rupees for the development of the energy sector in Nepal. 

Production of 8.5 MW of electricity has been initiated from solar panels in Tilotama, 

Butwal, Rupandehi. The generated energy has already been connected to the national 

grid. The project was developed by Ridi Hydropower Development Company Limited. It 

is the biggest solar power project to directly connect the grid in Nepal, so far. 

Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) has started to face a new problem: higher generation of 

electricity than the demand per se. The electricity demand has plummeted in the country; 

during the day 200 MW and during the night 300 MW is wasted in toto. The value of this 

loss translates into three crore NRs. daily. There seems no alternative at hand in the short-

run to boost the demand. Also, there are hurdles to export surplus electricity to India. 

Similarly, NEA reported that the consumption of electricity during Tihar decreased 

compared to last year. Approximately 1100 MW electricity was consumed. 

Susta rural municipality, Nawalparasi, has finally seen the electric light during the night. 

Solar mini-grid plant is developed in the area as the municipality has no access to the 

national grid yet, thanks to Narayani River. 

15



NNMiR Kartik 2077 BS (Oct-Nov 2020)

 

 

16

FOREIGN AND 
SECURITY 
AFFAIRS



NNMiR Kartik 2077 BS (Oct-Nov 2020)

Summary 

Kartik saw the Indian Army Chief and external intelligence Research and Analysis Wing 

(RAW) Chief visit Nepal. The visits, particularly the latter, caused major waves in Nepal as 

the RAW chief made an unscheduled visit to the Prime Minister for three hours. The visit 

of the US Secretary of State to the three South Asian countries created headlines. It laid 

bare the fact that South Asia is already deeply entrenched in the Sino-US competition. 

Meanwhile, the signing of the RCEP, creating the largest Free Trade Area, provided a 

boost for multilateralism. 

National Issues 

1. The Chief of Indian External Intelligence Bureau and the Chief of Indian Army paid a 

visit to Nepal during the month of Kartik. Indian Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) 

Chief Samant Kumar Goel paid a surprise 9-hour visit to Nepal on 21 October, during 

which he held-high level meetings, including an unscheduled one with the Prime 

Minister KP Oli. This was Mr. Goel’s second visit to Nepal after 15 months. The 

purpose of the visit was unclear, but it comes at a sensitive time as the tension 

between Nepal and India remains high due to territorial issues, and the intra-party rift 

in the ruling Nepal Communist Party remains wide. Mr. Goel met the PM in a 

clandestine way for three hours. The spokesperson for ruling NCP, Narayan Kaji 

Shrestha, strongly opposed the meeting saying it was detrimental to Nepal’s 

sovereignty, independence, and national interests. Many saw the meeting between Mr. 

Goel and the PM as a sign of weakening diplomatic practice of the country, whereby 

the PM would be able to meet the intelligence chief of a foreign country unscheduled 

and without a predetermined agenda. 

2. Indian Army Chief Manoj Mukund Naravane held a 3-day visit to Nepal on 4-6 

November. He visited Nepal on the invitation of his counterpart, Army General Purna 

Chandra Thapa. During his visit, Mr. Naravane was conferred the honorary rank of 

Army Chief by the President. It is a tradition since 1950 (Nepali Army Chief is also 

conferred the honorary Army Chief of India). During his visit, Mr. Naravane made high-

level visits, including with the Prime Minister. Mr. Naravane had courted wrath earlier 

from Nepal when he claimed that Nepal was raising the territorial dispute with India at 

the behest of China. 

3. Indian Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla is scheduled to visit Nepal on 26-27 

November. 
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4. The construction of Integrated Check Post (ICP) started on 12 November in 

Nepalgunj. It is funded by the Government of India. 

5. Meanwhile, the Nepal Army has raised concerns that the Ministry of Tourism does not 

provide sufficient information on the visit of high-ranking military officers who come to 

Nepal for mountaineering1. Nepal Army needs to be pre-informed to ensure their 

safety, follow the appropriate protocols, and ascertain that Nepali national interests 

are preserved. 

Multilateralism and Aid 

1. On 28 October, the World Bank approved a $80 million (equivalent to NRs. 9 billion) 

project today to bolster Nepal’s agriculture sector by strengthening rural market 

linkages and promoting entrepreneurship while creating jobs to support post-

COVID-19 recovery. On 29 October, the Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) venture 

capital arm ADB Ventures provided the Good Bricks System, a non-fired brick making 

solution in Nepal, a $125,000 grant to reduce the industry’s harmful impact on the 

environment and health. 

2. On 11 November, the UNFPA (funded by UKAid) provided IT support worth $600,000 

(NRs. 72 million) to the Central Bureau of Statistics to help conduct the 12th National 

Population and Housing Census. The equipment will help in undertaking the census. 

Regional Issues 

1. While the tension along Sino-Indian border has thawed, there was a clash between 

militants and the Indian army along the Line of Control (LOC) in Kashmir. Three 

militants and four Indian military officials were killed on 8 November. Terrorism along 

with inter-state conflict (which is conflated at times) is a major security threat to the 

region. 

2. Meanwhile, the ruling National Democratic Alliance won a majority in the Bihar 

election. The coalition of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Janata Dal (United) (JD-U) 

won 125 of 243 seats, securing a majority in what has seen as a referendum on NDA’s 

policy on COVID-19 pandemic. This bodes well for the ruling BJP in the upcoming 

state elections next year. 

3. Multilateral cooperation against COVID-19 pandemic continues rapidly. In this context, 

China held a video conference with Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Pakistan at vice-

ministerial level on 11 November. The five countries had in-depth exchanges on 

18



NNMiR Kartik 2077 BS (Oct-Nov 2020)

cementing the political consensus on jointly fighting COVID-19, enhancing 

cooperation on containing the virus and restoring economic development and 

movement of people, and achieving positive results. Meanwhile, President Xi Jinping 

directed the authorities to advance the construction of the Sichuan-Tibet Railway 

project with high quality. This follows the construction of Qinghai-Tibet railway. 

Premier Li Keqiang pointed out that the Sichuan-Tibet Railway was a major strategic 

plan put forward by the CPC Central Committee and the State Council based on the 

overall situation and with long-term perspective. 

Global Watch 

1. The US elections on 3 November captivated the interest worldwide. Former Vice-

President Joseph Biden has been projected to win by major networks, but President 

Donald Trump is yet to concede. The internal division and the chaos in the oldest and 

most successful democracy is a major concern and serves as a warning to other states. 

To explore the impacts of the new administration on the South Asian region and 

Nepal, NIPoRe and Institute for Foreign Affairs (IFA) will be organizing a seminar on 26 

November. 

2. In the meantime, the US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visited South Asia, stopping 

in India, Sri Lanka, and Maldives (and with further stops in Indonesia and Vietnam). The 

visits had strong anti-China sentiments, and came at a time when tensions between 

the US (and India) and China are rising and Chinese influence in the South Asian 

region is increasing. 

3. Meanwhile, ASEAN and five other countries signed a comprehensive free trade 

agreement called Regional Comprehensive Economic Cooperation (RCEP) on 15 

November on the sidelines of ASEAN summit. The signatories include ASEAN 

members, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, making it the 

largest FTA in terms of economic activity. India pulled out of the negotiations last year. 

Analysts believe that this will increase the influence of China in the region and in the 

global trading regime. This is in sharp contrast with the US approach to multilateralism 

under the Trump administration, which pulled out of Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

Ambassadorial Watch 

1. On 1 November, President Bidhya Devi Bhandari administered the oath of office and 

secrecy to newly-appointed ambassadors of Nepal to Belgium (Gahendra 

Rajbhandari), Pakistan (Tapas Adhikari), and Germany (Ramkaji Shrestha). All three 
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were serving as the joint secretaries at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs before their new 

responsibilities. 

2. The Parliamentary Hearing Committee endorsed the name of three Nepali 

ambassadors, namely Dr. Yubraj Khatiwada (the US), Lok Darshan Regmi (the UK), and 

Nirmal Kumar Bishowkarma (South Africa) after the hearing on 12 November. The PHC 

had called for any complaints against the proposed ambassadors on 1 November. 

3. On 11 November, Ms. Jean Gouch, regional director of UNICEF Regional Office for 

South Asia paid farewell call on the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Key Events 

Date Country 

involved

Official 

involved

Issue Mecha

nism

12/11 Nepal-UK 

5th BCM

Various 

ministers 

and 

officers

Development on 

cooperation, the British 

Gurkha matters, cultural 

relations, people-to-

people contacts and 

educational 

cooperation; agenda of 

addressing the impacts 

of climate change;

Bilater

al

09/11 Nepal-

Denmark 

2nd BCM

Joint 

Secretary 

of MOFA, 

Nepal; 

Director 

for Asia, 

Latin 

America 

and 

Oceania 

(Denmark

)

Cooperation at the 

regional and multilateral 

levels; climate change; 

cooperation in culture, 

education and people 

to people contacts; 

economic partnerships 

including in trade, 

investment, technology 

transfer, renewable 

energy and tourism 

sectors

Bilater

al

20



NNMiR Kartik 2077 BS (Oct-Nov 2020)

05/11 New 

Zealand

PM/FM Congratulatory message 

on Prime Minister 

Jacinda Arden for 

reelection; appointment 

of Ms. Nanaia Mahuta 

as Foreign Minister

Bilater

al

14/10 Austria Joint 

Secretary 

of MOFA, 

Nepal; 

Head of 

Asia 

Pacific 

Division, 

Austria

Collaborations in the 

areas of culture, 

heritage conservation; 

climate change

Bilater

al
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Summary 

The month of Kartik saw carried over effects of the pandemic, indecisiveness of the 

government, and issues of social inequality from the previous months. 

Poverty and Inequality 

Nepal saw a lot of acts of discrimination against Dalit people in the last few months. A 

nationwide study on the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on Dalit people in the country 

shows that they, along with discrimination, suffered financial hardship and job losses. They 

were among the hardest hit groups by the pandemic. The study reported that around 

45% of the respondents said that they had lost their jobs during the pandemic. Only 1% 

of the respondents interviewed said that they had enough food stocked for the next six 

months. 

The pandemic has had a high toll on welfare of women as well, especially returnee 

women migrant laborers who stare at a bleak future. Returnee women migrant workers 

have little or no savings of their own to see them through uncertain times. A survey 

conducted by the International Labor Organization found that 75% of the women 

surveyed were unaware of the government's employment programs and the majority 

doubted that they would be able to benefit from these programmes. 

After periods of economic uncertainty and unemployment, people living in rural regions 

of Sudurpaschim have had no option but to go to Indian cities for jobs. As the 

government failed to provide them with job opportunities, people were left with no 

option but to seek employment opportunities in India, despite the notice issued by the 

Sudurpaschim provincial government to not go to India in search of jobs amid the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Health and Nutrition 

Over the month of Kartik, coronavirus cases soared in Nepal, especially in the capital. In 

the next four months, an additional 320,000 people are expected to be infected with 

COVID-19, if the daily average infection rate is 2665. Health facilities treating patients 

infected with the coronavirus in major cities, including in Kathmandu Valley, are already 

overwhelmed and serious patients have been struggling to get intensive care and 

ventilator. Despite the rise of cases and frequent nudges from health officials, the 

government is yet to decide on an effective plan to contain the spread of the virus. 
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In the beginning of the month, the Ministry of Health and Population said that people 

need to pay for COVID-19 tests and treatment costs by themselves, which not only 

caused a lot of criticism from the public, but is also against the Public Health Act 2018. 

The decision was also in violation of a Supreme Court ruling that directed the government 

to ensure free tests to all seeking services at both private and government health 

facilities. This has also led to people infected with the virus or those who came in close 

contact with them from not contacting health workers for tests or other related 

information. Such lack of communication will affect contact tracing, which is a key when it 

comes to containing the virus spread. 

As developments happen in the production of coronavirus vaccine worldwide, the 

Ministry of Health and Population is preparing legal grounds to roll-out COVID-19 

vaccines. A high-level committee has also been formed comprising secretaries from the 

Ministry of Health and Population, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Finance to 

decide on the import of COVID-19 vaccines. 

Education and Skills Development 

The government decided to allow all test administrators in the country to conduct their 

respective exams in early October. However, no certain decision has been made for grade 

12 exams by the National Examination Board, which has left thousands of students 

worried. Further delay in the decision making means that the students could lose an 

academic year. The board said that officials are assessing their opinions to make the 

exams easier for students to attend the test in an environment with minimum risk, 

however, the indecisiveness has created a worry among students. 

The government introduced a new curriculum for Grade 11 and has asked schools to 

devise teaching-learning activities accordingly. In addition, parents and guardians were 

informed that the final evaluation would be done based on the new curriculum. However, 

private educators argue that it is not a wise decision to introduce a new curriculum at a 

time when the entire country is reeling under the pandemic and there is a high period of 

uncertainty. Many schools have already started instruction based on the previous 

curriculum, and in order to implement the new one, there needs to be proper orientation 

for teachers, which is not possible at this moment. According to the new curriculum, 

students will have to study six subjects each in grades 11 and 12 instead of the five at 

present. Three of these subjects are compulsory—English, Nepali and Social Studies in 

grade 11 and Life Skills Education in grade 12—and three others students can choose as 

per their study interest later in college. 
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