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Summary 

The economic impact caused due to COVID-19 has affected the festival season too. The 

sales for Dashain this year have plunged. The pandemic has also increased online 

transactions which has resulted in new employment opportunities in the e-commerce 

sector being created. 

Fiscal Sector 

For the month of Bhadra: 

1. The fiscal budget remained at a surplus of Rs. 50.37 billion in comparison to Rs. 

105.05 billion in the same month last year. 

2. The total expenditure of the federal government was Rs. 53.55 billion. 

3. The total revenue collection for the month was Rs. 105.37 billion. 

4. The provincial government used Rs. 15.08 billion- Rs. 9.46 billion was transferred by 

the federal government as grants and revenue from divisible funds to the provincial 

governments and Rs. 5.63 billion was collected by the provincial governments through 

revenue and other receipts. 

Monetary Sector 

For the month of Bhadra: 

1. The overall inflation rate for the month stood at 4.52 percent. 

2. The food and beverage inflation rate stood at 6.91 percent. 

3. The non-food and service inflation rate stood at 2.68 percent. 

4. The broad money supply expanded by 0.9 percent in comparison to the contraction of 

0.2 percent in the corresponding period last year. 

External Sector 

For the month of Bhadra: 

1. The merchandise export increased 10.5 percent and the merchandise import 

decreased by 22.1 percent. 
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2. The total trade deficit narrowed down 24.9 percent. 

3. The remittance inflow stood at Rs. 165.73 billion. There was an increase in the 

remittance inflow in comparison to last month. 

4. The Balance of Payments stood at a surplus of Rs. 67.63 billion. 

Capital Market 

The NEPSE index stood at 1562.5 on 29 Ashoj. 

Key Events 

1. Mr. Bishnu Poudel, the General Secretary of the ruling party of Nepal, has been 

appointed as the Finance Minister. 

2. Nepal and Bangladesh have agreed to sign a preferential trade arrangement by the 

end of 2020. 

3. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the e-commerce sector has been seeing a boost; the 

e-commerce sector has been creating employment opportunities as the volume of 

transactions has grown. 

4. Asian Development Bank (ADB) has committed to providing $150 million to the Civil 

Aviation Authority to upgrade airports in Kathmandu (Tribhuvan International Airport) 

and Bhairahawa (Gautam Buddha International Airport). 

5. While Dashain is nearing, the shopping frenzy for the festival has not started this year 

as previous years. Due to the pandemic, sales at supermarkets have plunged by 40 

percent compared to last year. The traders have also not been offering dashain 

discounts like previous years. Taking the pandemic into account, the state-owned 

Food Management and Trading Company has decided to offer the sales of goats in 

coordination with online service E-Sewa. 
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Summary 

The number of COVID 19 cases in the country continues to increase with the tally 

advancing to 121,745 with 3749 new daily infections on an average. Pokhara Metropolitan 

City has stopped providing all services except the essential ones as staffers have tested 

positive for the virus. The government on the other hand has decided to close down 

borders with India until 15 November to contain the spread of the virus. Furthermore, 

ministers and personnels in the cabinet have also been tested positive. Adding on, a Dalit 

girl from Bajhang has been allegedly raped and murdered. While President Bidhya Devi 

Bhandari has administered the oath of three new ministers. Similarly, a no confidence 

motion has been passed against the Karnali Chief Minister , Mahendra Bahadur Shahi. Dr 

KC has decided to end the hunger strike as an eight point agreement has been reached. 

Policies, Rules and Guidelines 

1. The Government of Nepal has decided to close borders with India until 15 November 

to minimize chances of COVID-19 transmission from movements across the border. 

However, the decision will not affect the cross-border movement of cargo vehicles 

from the designated entry points.The border points that remained opened so far for 

cross-border movement of cargo vehicles include Kakarbhitta in Jhapa, Rani in 

Morang, Madar in Siraha and Gaur in Rautahat district, Birgunj of Parsa, Belahiya in 

Rupandehi, Krishnanagar in Kapilvastu, Jamunaha in Banke, Gauriphanta in Kailai and 

Gaddachauki in Kanchanpur. 

Bureaucratic and Political Institutions and Leadership 

1. President Bidhya Devi Bhandari on 15 October appointed three new ministers in the 

cabinet. 

A. Mr. Bishnu Prasad Paudel was appointed as the new finance minister. 

B. Mr. Krishna Gopal Shrestha will head the Ministry of Urban Development. 

C. Mr. Lilanath Shrestha will hold the portfolio of women, children and senior 

citizens. 

2. Mr. Parbat Gurung, who previously held the women, children, and senior citizens 

portfolio has been appointed the Minister of Communications and Information 

Technology. 
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3. Mr. Bharat Raj Paudyal was promoted to the position of foreign secretary. He 

previously held the post of joint secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA). 

4. Mr. Shankar Das Bairagi has been appointed as the Chief Secretary. 

5. NCP Vice-Chairman Mr. Bamdev Gautam was appointed as a national assembly 

member. 

Provincial and Local Governments 

The Pokhara Metropolitan City has stopped providing services except essential ones since 

the staffers have tested positive for the virus. Some of the employees have contracted the 

virus whereas others have come under scrutiny of contact tracing that has led to the 

shortage of staffers. All the meetings and programmes have been cancelled due to this 

very reason. Mayor Man Bahadur GC has said that the services carried out by ward offices 

will continue amidst this chaos. 

A no confidence motion has been passed against the CM of Karnali, Mahendra Bahadur 

Shahi. Fifteen lawmakers from the erstwhile CPN-UML and three former Maoist lawmakers 

signed the no-confidence motion. The NCP has 33 lawmakers in the provincial assembly. 

Those signing the motion said they had registered the no-confidence motion due to Chief 

Minister Shahi’s inefficiency and incompetence and that Shahi failed to lead the 

government and party successfully. 

Province 5 has been renamed as Lumbini Province after the proposal to rename the 

province was endorsed by the provincial assembly. Deukhuri was also endorsed as the 

capital of the province. 79 votes were cast in favour of renaming the province Lumbini and 

69 votes were cast in favour of naming Deukhuri the province capital. However, the 

process of endorsing the bill was not smooth as a conflict erupted on the issue of naming 

the capital. Deukhuri and Butwal were two options put forward as the capital. Nepali 

Congress, the major opposition party wanted Butwal as the province capital and was in 

support of the NCP faction who demanded Butwal as the provincial capital. Nepali 

Congress members Astabhuja Pathak, Baijanath Kalawar, and Basiuddin Khan, and Rama 

Aryal smashed chairs to protest the proposal to name Deukhuri the provincial capital. 

Political Parties and Civil Society 

On the evening of September 23, a 12 year old girl had gone out to do her chores. Upon 

not heading back home till the late evening, her family started to look for her everywhere 

in the village. At around 8:30 pm, the body of the young girl was found inside a local 
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temple. Investigators say that the girl was taken to the temple, and was raped and 

murdered. This act has once again shown the grim reality of Dalits in Nepal. The 12-year 

old minor comes from a Dalit family. This isn't the first time that a similar case has 

happened. Only a few months ago, another minor girl Angira Pasi was raped and 

murdered by an upper caste man. Raged by the horrific killings of Dalits, rights activists 

and Dalit leaders have been routinely taking to the streets, demanding a probe into the 

murder and mistreatment of Dalits. They have also demanded the government to take the 

issue of casteism seriously so that the culprits can be held accountable. 

Dr. Govinda KC ended his 19th hunger strike on 11 October after an 8-point agreement. 

The drafts of the higher education bill and integrated medical science academy bill will be 

finalized by addressing Dr. KC’s demands. 

Key Events 

1. The COVID-19 cases in the country have increased with the number of tally reaching 

to 121,745 cases. there are currently 36,533 active cases in the country. Similarly, 4,825 

people are staying at quarantine facilities in the various parts across the country.19 

new fatalities have been reported, taking the death toll to 694. So far, 84,518 people 

have recovered from the virus. 

2. The Prime Minister’s key aides have tested positive for the virus as well. 150 people, 

including Oli’s five advisers, in the cabinet have tested positive while the prime 

minister and his wife have been tested negative. 

3. Dr Govinda K.C has finally ended his hunger strike on 11 October and a 8 point deal 

has been finalized. The hunger strike lasted for 28 days. 
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Summary 

Addressing the 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly on 22 September, 

Chinese president pledged that his country will become carbon neutral by 2060. The 

Nobel peace prize is awarded to the World Food Program (WFP) this year. Given the 

havoc created by COVID -19, the risk of hunger and malnutrition is expected to surge in 

the developing world; and the role of WFP is expected to be more important than ever 

before. The World Bank approved a US $ 150 million worth project to support Nepalese 

infrastructure development, improvement in urban facilities and service delivery. The GoN 

made a new schedule to speed up widening Kalanki – Maharajgunj section of the ring 

road. Nepalese Army successfully replaced the use of kerosene stoves by LPG from all its 

barracks. This substitution of fuel is likely to reduce CO2 pollution, and thus, promoting 

efficiency and sustainability. 

Relevant Global Updates 

China – world’s second largest economy, biggest energy financier and biggest energy 

market – is the single largest emitter of Carbon Dioxide (CO2) accounting for almost 28 

percent of global emissions. However, to the surprise of many, Chinese president, while 

remotely addressing the 75th sessions of the United Nations General Assembly on 

Tuesday, 22 September, pledged that his country will hit peak emissions by 2030 and 

achieve carbon neutrality by 2060. President Xi’s pledge not only injects much needed 

fresh momentum to global climatic politics, experts believe he is also trying to prove that 

China can set examples in the world stage. This ambitious target, if achieved, will be a 

great contribution to clean the earth’s environment and help achieve global climate 

targets. 

A report published on 13 October by the UN Environmental Program Finance Initiative 

urged financial institutions to shift to circularity ensuring efficient consumption and 

production patterns and thus, minimizing wastes, pollution and greenhouse gas 

emissions. This redesign and shift to circular economies is potential to generate US $ 4.5 

trillion in annual economic output by 2030 the report estimates. This economic shift could 

help achieve the SDGs, protect the health of our environment and enable sustainable 

recovery in the wake of the COVID – 19 pandemic. 

The Nobel peace prize has been awarded to the World Food Program (WFP) this year. 

The Nobel foundation recognized the organization's effort in combating hunger and 

involvement in conflict affected areas. Since hunger eradication is one of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), it is a big acknowledgment in the sector of food security and 
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sustainability. Also, given the havoc created by COVID – 19 and its possible ramifications 

in food security in poor and middle-income countries, WFP’s role is going to be even 

crucial. 

The world celebrated Global Handwashing Day on 15 October. In the backdrop of COVID 

– 19, awareness about sanitation has become ever more important. The only way to stay 

safe from this pandemic is to maintain social distance, sanitize places around you and 

wash your hands as frequently as possibly. 

Sustainable Economy and Infrastructure Development 

The World Bank approved a US $ 150 million worth project to help Nepal for 

infrastructure development, improvement in urban facilities and service delivery. The 

project will benefit Nepal to accelerate COVID – 19 economic recovery and create jobs. 

According to the World Bank, the project will be focused in eastern terai of Province 1 

and 2, Province 5 and Gandaki Province. 

The Ministry of Physical Infrastructure and Transportation has decided to accelerate the 

process of ring road expansion. As the Chinese side hesitated to start the project before 

the GoN cleared the site, the government made a new schedule for property valuation, 

demolition, transfer of electric poles and high voltage towers in the Kalanki - Maharajgunj 

segment of ring road. This project is funded completely by China. 

Natural Resources and Energy 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report of Mid Hongu Khola B Hydropower Project 

(22.9 MW) was published on October 8. In addition to power generation, generation of 

employment opportunities and chances to acquire technical skills to the local community, 

the report also points toward some adverse impacts on local land, water, forest and 

wildlife, and environment. 

On 27 Ashoj, minister of Energy, Water resources and Irrigation, Hon. Barsaman Pun, 

during the first meeting of the newly formed committee for development of the energy 

sector (which he chairs), mentioned that it is the first time in history that both the industrial 

and household cost of electricity has been reduced. Since, fifty percent of ownership of 

Khimti Hydropower has been transferred to the government and Upper Tamakoshi 

Hydropower is expected to begin operation this winter, the cost of electricity will be 

decreased next year too, he said. 
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Nepal Army has replaced the use of kerosene stoves by LPG from all its barracks. This 

new practice has already reduced per capita daily fuel cost to NRS. 20.95 from earlier 

NRS. 26, and will improve the health condition of kitchen workers. Along with efficiency 

gain, this initiative will also reduce the emission of carbon dioxide and add a step towards 

the transition to clean energy. 

Key Events 

1. The ambiguity, policy confusion in land fragmentation and plotting discussed in the 

month of Bhadra persists. 

2. The Nepal Electricity Authority, on Ashoj 13, decided not to fine consumers – both 

residential and industrial, for delayed payment of electricity bills during the period of 

lockdown. NEA staff were not able to read meters during the period, yet there were 

some cases where fines were charged, such cases will be adjusted to the billings for 

the following month. 
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Summary 

Nepal’s foreign policy focused on the 75th United Nations General Assembly, and other 

high-level multilateral meetings on the sidelines of the UNGA including the ministerial 

meetings of LDCs, LLDCs, and Beijing+25 among others. The Prime Minister led the 

delegation which included the foreign minister, foreign secretary, Nepal’s ambassador to 

the US, and the UN among others. At home, Nepal clarified that the alleged Chinese 

construction on Nepali land was in fact in Chinese territory. 

National Issues 

1. COVID-19 continues to affect Nepal’s national issues. Despite efforts to open the 

Northern border with China, primarily for goods, over 1000 trucks remained stuck at 

the Chinese side of the border. The border has remained closed since January to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 while making exceptions for medical kits. At the 

same time, China handed Nepal a list of 188 products it wants to import from Nepal 

ignoring the previous list of 512 products. Meanwhile, 46,048 Nepali returned to 

Nepal via air. 

2. Nepali media made allegations of Chinese encroachment and building in Nepali 

territory. MOFA clarified that the construction was within Chinese territory. 

Additionally, the missing pillar 11 has been located along the Nepal-China border. 

Some in Nepal believe that the non-existent Nepal-China territorial dispute is being 

raised in Nepal at the behest of India. Another unfounded rumor found its way into 

social and mainstream media indicating that Russia was to supply 25 million COVID-19 

vaccine doses to Nepal, which was false. 

3. The government has started consulting with stakeholders on India’s proposal to 

conduct DPR of the Kathmandu-Raxaul railway. Discussions are also ongoing on the 

possibility of resuming the flights between the two states. In the meantime, the expert 

panel formed to investigate border disputes with India submitted its report to the 

Foreign Minister Gyawali on 4 October. The panel consisted of nine members and 

prepared the report based on historical, legal, cartographic, and hydrological 

perspectives. The government prepares to conduct negotiations with India based on 

the report. 

4. Nepal and Israel signed a labor agreement on 30 September, and 500 Nepali will fly to 

Israel in the first phase. Nepal and Oman are also set to sign a labor agreement soon. 

This is important to maintain the safety and security of Nepali migrant workers in those 

16



NNMiR Ashoj 2077 BS (Sep-Oct 2020)

countries. This comes at a crucial time as the pandemic has introduced uncertainty to 

the economies of other labor recipient countries. 

Multilateralism and Aid 

1. The United Nations General Assembly was the major focus during this month. The 

general debate took place between 23-26 September and 29 September[1]. However, 

other high-level meetings had started much earlier. Table 1 summarizes the events 

participated by the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister. Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli 

led the delegation and addressed the UNGA. He also addressed the SDG Moment 

2020, Poverty at Crossroad, High-level meeting on financing 2030 agenda, UN summit 

on biodiversity, and Climate vulnerable forum on the sidelines of UNGA. Foreign 

Minister Gyawali attended the LDCs Ministerial Meeting, LLDCs Ministerial Meeting, 

Informal meeting of SAARC council of ministers, High-level event to commemorate 

the international day for the total elimination of nuclear weapons, and Non-Aligned 

Movement. Please see the table above for a basic summary of the speeches. 

2. On 13 October, Nepal was re-elected a member of the United Nations Human Rights 

Council for 2021-23 for the second consecutive term. This is a sign of the international 

standing of Nepal improving though it is still a far cry from the Cold War heights when 

Nepal was elected a UNSC member twice. 

3. On 17 September, the World Bank approved a USD 200 million loan for Finance for 

Growth. The loan is to help the government’s efforts to strengthen financial sector 

stability, diversify financial solutions, and increase access to financial services. 

4. India provided Rs. 1.54 billion assistance to Nepal as part of post-earthquake 

reconstruction assistance on 24 September. India has committed USD 150 million in 

grants and Line of Credit towards housing sector projects supported by the 

Government of India. With this handover, India has reimbursed about USD 72 million 

from grant to GON. Also, GOI provided 41 ambulances and 6 school buses to the 

Nepal government and various non-profit organizations on 2 October. 

5. Nepal and the EU held the 12th Joint Commission on 2 October. A wide range of 

issues of mutual interest was discussed (see earlier issues for some EU support to 

Nepal). The EU announced that it is looking forward to developing a technical 

assistance project for the Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal in order to support efforts 

to enhance aviation safety oversight in Nepal. 

17



NNMiR Ashoj 2077 BS (Sep-Oct 2020)

6. Meanwhile, China has pledged Rs. 5.35 billion in the tourism sector in Nepal in the 

last two months (Shrawan and Bhadra). This is comparable to the amount last year and 

hence has not declined despite the pandemic. In the last few years, China has topped 

the FDI pledges, with a special focus on the tourism sector. 

Regional Issues 

1. The Indo-Pakistan relations remain tense over the killing of three Indian soldiers by 

Pakistan in Nowgan and Poonch sectors of Kashmir. India and Pakistan both claim the 

whole of Kashmir and are divided by the Line of Control. China too administers part of 

the disputed region. 

2. While Pakistan and China maintain strong relations, Pakistan banned the use of TikTok 

over its failure to develop effective mechanisms to control unlawful content. India has 

banned TikTok over risks to national security. 

Global Watch 

1. The relation between China and the US continues to worsen. The US continues to 

develop partnerships with its allies and like-minded countries around the globe. In this 

context, the Quad (consisting of the US, Australia, India, and Japan) held its meeting 

in Japan on 6 October. The US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo lashed out at China 

accusing the CCP of exploitation, corruption, and coercion. The idea of Quad was 

championed by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe during his first term. 

2. China’s economy continues to bounce back from the pandemic slump. Between July 

and September, China’s economy grew at 4.9% compared to the same quarter last 

year. Though the figure is below the expected 5.2%, China is now leading the global 

recovery. 

Ambassadorial Watch 

1. Bharat Raj Paudyal is appointed the new foreign secretary after his predecessor 

Shankar Das Bairangi was appointed as chief secretary. The Parliamentary Hearing 

Committee invited complaints against the ambassadors-designate Yubaraj Khatiwada 

(the US), Lok Darshan Regmi (UK), and Dr. Nirmal Bishwakarma (South Africa) on 7 

October. 
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2. On 27 September, the newly appointed Ambassador and Head of the Delegation of 

the European Union to Nepal, Nona Deprez, presented her credentials to President 

Bidhya Devi Bhandari. 

3. On 30 September, the UN resident coordinator Valerie Julliand completed her term 

(2016-2020). 

4. On 1 October, South Korean Ambassador Park Chong-Suk presented his credentials to 

President Bidhya Devi Bhandari. 

5. On 6 October, UNHCR representative Ms. Caroline Spannuth presented her 

credentials to FM Gyawali. 

Key Events 

Date Countries 
Involved

Officials 
Involved

Issues Mechanism

13/10 UN UN HRC Nepal’s re-election as a UN Human 
Rights Council for 2021-23

Multilateral

09/10 NAM FM-Foreign 
Ministers of 
NAM members 

Bandung Principle time tested and 
sacrosanct for global peace and 
order; call for greater international 
collaboration in support of COVID-19 
recovery; NAM adopted Political 
Declaration and Special Declaration

Multilateral

07/10 Climate 
Vulnerable 
Forum 
(sidelines of 
the UNGA)

PM Climate change posed an existential 
threat; Nepal’s role of critical 
importance in linkages between 
mountain and ocean; the need for full 
and effective implementation of Paris 
accord

Multilateral

02/10 High-Level 
Event (on 
sidelines of 
UNGA)

FM Financial resources spent on nuclear 
weapons should be diverted to 
achieving the sustainable 
development goals for the overall 
security and wellbeing of humanity

Multilateral forum

02/10 Nepal-EU 12th Joint 
Commission

The EU prepared in April a €75 million 
support package for Nepal with the 
aim to stimulate the economy and 
labor demand; World Health 
Organisation (WHO) is central to our 
collective efforts to tackle the 
pandemic; welcomed the EU’s strong 
support for the G20 DDSI

Multilateral

Date
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01/10 Fourth World 
Conference 
(sidelines of 
UNGA)

President Achieving women’s empowerment 
and gender equality the only path to 
justice, peace, and progress; gender 
agenda mainstreamed as an integral 
part of national development

Multilateral

30/09 UN Summit 
on 
biodiversity

PM Need to strike a balance between 
people’s rights over natural resources 
and sustained efforts in biodiversity 
conservation; climate action as a 
moral obligation

Multilateral

30/09 Nepal-
Germany 
(second 
bilateral 
consultation 
mechanism)

Foreign 
secretary-state 
secretary

Nepal-Germany cooperation in 
various issues including COVID-19 
and climate change at various 
multilateral forums

Bilateral

29/09 High-Level 
Meeting on 
Financing 
2030 Agenda 
(sidelines of 
the UNGA) 

Prime 
Minister-41 
heads of state/
govt

Called for financial and technological 
assistance and concrete support 
measures to help the Landlocked 
Developing Countries (LLDCs) recover 
better from the pandemic and 
address their debt vulnerabilities

Multilateral

25/09 UNGA PM Disproportionate challenges facing 
the countries like LDCs, LLDCs, and 
SIDs due to halt in tourism and 
remittances, and disruptions in supply 
chains because of COVID-19; the 
importance of safety, security, and 
dignity of peacekeepers; the need for 
WTO reforms; Nepal’s enduring faith 
in multilateralism with United Nations 
at the center

Multilateral

24/09 Poverty at a 
Crossroad 
(sidelines of 
UNGA)

PM Progress made in poverty reduction 
should be a primary indicator of 
assessing our overall development 
efforts

Multilateral

24/09 Informal 
meeting of 
SAARC 
Council of 
Ministers

FM/Foreign 
Secretary

Need to make SAARC an effective 
and result-oriented; explore all viable 
options to hold the 19th Summit at an 
early date

Multilateral

23/09 Nepal-China MOFA The alleged construction of buildings 
by China on Nepali territory actually is 
in Chinese territory

Bilateral

Countries 
Involved

Officials 
Involved

Issues MechanismDate
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23/09 Annual LLDC 
Ministerial 
Meeting 
(sidelines of 
UNGA) 

FM LLDCs facing a double-edged sword 
of health and economic crisis; Nepal’s 
vision of becoming a land-linked 
country

Multilateral

21/09 UN PM Collective responsibility of the 
Member States to strengthen and 
empower the UN as the center of 
multilateralism; Nepal-UN 
partnership: peace and security, 
development, and human rights

Multilateral

18/09 SDG Moment 
2020 
(sidelines of 
UNGA)

PM Concerns that the pandemic 
threatened the hard-earned 
development gains particularly in the 
countries such as LDCs, LLDCs, and 
SIDs

Multilateral

17/09 LDCs Annual 
Ministerial 
Meeting 
(sidelines of 
UNGA)

FM Socio-economic consequences of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, 
and natural disasters to the LDCs, and 
called for the launching of a global 
stimulus package for the LDCs

Multilateral

17/09 UNGA MOFA PM to lead the Nepali delegation to 
75th UNGA; PM and FM addressing 
several forums (see above)

Multilateral

Countries 
Involved

Officials 
Involved

Issues MechanismDate
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Summary 

Similar issues as the previous months carried over to the month of Ashoj as well from the 

increasing number of coronavirus cases to increase in sexual abuse. A similar theme was 

seen in all of the events of the month - lack of help and support from the government. 

The Valley has become the epicenter of the pandemic with an average of 2000 cases per 

day, but no strong plans and framework to tackle the crisis at hand has been implemented 

yet. Victims of floods and landslides are still waiting for firm resettlement plans and rape 

and sexual abuse victims still await justice. 

Poverty and Inequality 

Heavy monsoon and rainfall since the last few months have triggered large scale flooding 

and landslides in several districts across Nepal. As of 30 September 2020, the number of 

deaths due to landslides, floods and lightning has reached 363, while 317 people are 

injured and 103 have been reported missing. The ongoing monsoon season has been one 

of the deadliest the nation has seen in decades. While disasters continue, the displaced 

have been compelled to stay in temporary settlements. The makeshift residences at the 

temporary settlements are ill-managed and have substandard facilities according to the 

inhabitants. While floods and landslides are not a new incident in Nepal, the process of 

risk reduction and rehabilitating the displaced remains a challenge. According to the 

IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM): 

1. 82% of the displaced populations resides in tents, while only 25% of the sites reported 

fully access to electricity, 

2. Only 25% of the sites reported full access to safe cooking facilities on sites, 

3. In 92% of the assessed sites, children do not have access to temporary learning 

centres or learning through alternative means such as online or radio, 

4. 81% per cent of the sites reported problems with the water with suspended soils and 

only 25% of the sites were provided with sufficient water, 

5. 42% have no system for garbage and waste disposal 

Health and Nutrition 

The month of Ashoj saw a sharp rise in the number of cases of the virus, especially in the 

Kathmandu Valley. Despite the situation, the number of overall Polymerase Chain 
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Reaction (PCR) tests conducted across the country over the past few days has gone down, 

raising concerns about whether the government is making serious attempts to respond to 

the Covid-19 pandemic. Furthermore, the measures that have been taken by the 

government have been questionable. Around 10,000 tests are being conducted daily, on 

average which is not sufficient as the percentage of positive results from tests have 

increased from around 6% to 15%. The government decided to reduce the cost of real 

time PCR tests by half which is very likely to lead to low quality testing kits and antigen, 

thereby raising questions over the reliability of the tests. 

In addition, as new cases of Covid-19 continue to spike and all intensive care unit beds 

and ventilators in public and private hospitals that treat Covid-19 patients of Kathmandu 

Valley unavailable, seriously ill patients have no choice but to be adjusted in general beds 

or stay in their homes. Despite warnings from doctors and public health experts to 

increase the number of ICU beds, ventilators and oxygen supply to save lives, the 

government has lowered the number of tests, has not made contact tracing effective and 

has not enforced its decision to maintain physical distancing. 

Human Security 

Ever since the implementation of the lockdown, Nepal has seen a sharp increase in the 

number of cases of rape and violence against women. This month, 2 issues are being 

highlighted: 

1. A 17-year old rape victim from Saptari took her own life on Septemer 15 after she was 

forced into an out-of-court settlement by the village elders. Deputy Superintendent of 

Police, Tilak Bharati said the girl had been brutally raped by the four men on Monday 

morning and she took her own life that same night because she and her mother were 

reportedly forced by the Panchayat to “settle the matter” outside the court of law 

saying that if the incident became public it would bring shame upon the community. 

2. On September 23rd, a 12-years old girl was found dead in a temple in Ward No. 2 of 

Masta Rural Municipality. Rajendra Bohara, a resident of the same municipality 

confessed to murdering the 12-year old after raping her. He told the investigation 

officers that he waylaid the girl who was on her way to an animal shed, dragged her to 

a nearby temple and committed the crime. 

These incidents, once again, caused a series of protests across the country for better 

punishment against rapists. As cases of sexual violence have continued to go up despite 

increase jail term, women lawmakers have been lobbying for a revision in the penalty in 

rape cases asking or stricter penalties for rape perpetrators and to advocate justice for the 
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survivors and victims of rape and sexual assaults. Their meeting on September 28 

concluded that increasing the penalties including capital punishment if possible, was 

necessary as a deterrent measure to minimize the crime 

Education and Skills Development 

Access to education has been one of the key issues ever since the pandemic hit. Due to 

inadequate resources, remote education was not an option to all, keeping a large 

population out of the education system. Online classes in many villages have failed to 

take off due to the lack of internet coverage and radio and TV based teaching are not 

working effectively. Most of the schools in Taplejung have decided to resume classes 

since online classes fail to be effective. The decision to run classes is entirely up to the 

schools and parents, and the municipality is not going to direct the schools to follow a 

certain decision, but health and safety measures are required. 

Similarly, various rural municipalities have started teaching students by forming groups at 

the community level. Local governments started teaching children by maintaining social 

distance a week after the Ministry of Education issued a directive putting them in charge 

of local school operations. as per the directive, the first category of students includes 

those who do not have access to any alternative learning platforms, the second consists 

of those who have access to a radio. The third category of students includes those who 

have access to tv. Those in the fourth group have access to a computer, but not the 

internet. Children under the fifth category have access to the internet and other means of 

communication. 

For schools that have been conducting online classes (at given capacities), the 

government has reduced the prescribed study hours and curriculum at the school level for 

the current academic session by around 30 percent with an aim to wrap up the current 

academic session by April. Teachers associations, private schools operators and the 

guardians while agreeing that reduction of the learning time and curriculum was 

necessary due to the pandemic, are skeptical if the 70 percent of the curriculum can be 

covered in the remaining time. 
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